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FROM THE COMMORDORE 

Congratulations to Karibia Breezes and crew for 
winning the Early Bird Series and as such has well 
and truly set the sailing season under way. Well 
done to all the other participants too. Now we 
can look forward to the remainder of the racing 
season and I wish all sailors fair winds. 

It is great to see all our members' boats looking 
splendid once again after all the hard work over 
the winter period. Refits successfully completed 
they are now ready for the sailing season. Well 
done all. 

I am pleased to announce that we have a new 
committee member in the person of George 
Beckworth. George has been a sailing member of 
the club for many years, sailing his lovely boat 
Silver Lady, and we look forward to working 
together for the benefit of all our members. 

I am happy to report yet another very successful 
Roger Marples beer festival. Profit was up on last 
year. It was well attended by the general public 
which demonstrated that our marketing 
campaign worked well this year. I wish to thank 
Benji and Nick for providing such excellent 
musical entertainment. Also to all the background 
staff for providing excellent food, the assembly 
and removal of all the equipment which for such 
an event is a very extensive operation. Thanks to 
all. 

In response to members’ feedback (via the 
questionnaire) we initiated a trial programme of 
using external caterers. The first such function 
was the very successful Sunday carvery, enjoyed 
by more than 50 members and guests and 
created a very special atmosphere at the club for 
the duration. We have two more functions by the 

same caterers, Herb Garden, and we hope that 
you will support this initiative. If the next 
functions are equally well attended we hope to 
be able to continue with this arrangement. It is 
essential to book early, and no later than the 
given dates to avoid disappointment. Happy 
eating! 

We are currently working hard on developing the 
cruising programme for the year and will publish 
details on the website as soon as they are 
complete, so do keep an eye on the website for 
the latest information. 

The wind and the waves are always on the side of 
the ablest navigator.  

Richard 

 

Forthcoming events at the club 

12 April Film Night at the club 
 
22 April  St George’s Day dinner 
 
29 April After Race BBQ 

You will find details of all the club’s events on the 
website at www.rcpyc.org.uk.  And don’t forget to 
check out our Facebook page, too 
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UPDATE ON THE DWDR 

New safety exclusion zone  

signals start of DWDR marine  

activity 

A new marine safety exclusion zone has been 

established in Dover harbour as the Dover Western 

Docks Revival (DWDR) marine civil engineering 

gathers momentum. 

The safety zone will provide a marked delineation 

between the dedicated swim and leisure zone and the 

marine construction area to the east of the Prince of 

Wales Pier. The zone will be defined by the Prince of 

Wales Pier to the west and the shoreline to the north. 

This is an extension to the existing 50m safety zone 

which was in place, adjacent to the Prince of Wales 

Pier, during recent height reduction works. This is 

essential to ensure the safety of all marine and leisure 

users during the construction and piling phases of the 

project. 

The safety zones will be signposted at various 

locations along the seafront Esplanade.  Due to the 

waterborne noise generated by the piling activity 

swimming prohibition notices will also be posted 

advising when it is safe to swim. 

For their own safety marine and leisure users may not 

enter the restricted area at any time as indicated by 

the line of buoys shown in yellow in the diagram.  

During construction, marine users should expect to see 

a significant increase in construction craft movements 

in and around the Western docks. These include large-

scale dredgers, crane barges, multi-cats/tugs and 

safety boats. 

Marine users are therefore advised to navigate with 

caution at all times and to take directions from Dover 

Port Control (VTS) when required. 

The safety zones will be in place throughout the 

construction period. If you have any questions or 

would like to discuss this further, please contact Chris 

Talbot - DWDR Communications Manager via email 

DWDR@doverport.co.uk.  

VTS seminar 24 March 2017 

The evening was opened by Mr Chris Talbot of Dover 

Harbour DWDR, who gave an update of the DWDR 

(Regeneration) project, and assured all present that all 

was being done to minimise risks and unnecessary 

inconvenience to boat owners 

He explained that in the next few weeks a large flotilla 

of work vessels would be arriving in the harbour and 

dredging and piling would start soon after and that 

the channel leading to the tidal basin known as the 

Wick would be effected and a traffic light system 

would soon be in operation controlled by port control 

on channel 74. 

The Port Control team VTS by way of slides and charts 

gave an excellent talk on port traffic control and the 

need to always when moving within their area keep in 

radio contact on channel 74 and keep a sharp look out 

for the movement of the large working vessels which 

will be operating in the harbour area. 

Fine examples were given of incidents that have 

caused problems to port control and other port users 

resulting in damage and injury and with the increased 

activity in the harbour, boat owners must keep a good 

watch when moving in the port. 

It was clear to all that the control officers are 

passionate about the safety and welfare of all who use 

the port, large or small, which was applauded by the 

good turnout of interested people present. 

Vice Commodore Jim White thanked the team on 

behalf of RCPYC and assured them of the clubs full 

cooperation in this extra busy time ahead. 

 

 

Members sailing in the Dover Harbour are reminded, 

with all the DWDR works that are now going on, to 

check the DHB’s Notice to Mariners.   

You will find them all on the DHB website.  
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FROM THE RCPYC ARCHIVES 

Gwyn Robson, the Club’s archivist, has unearthed the 
following:  

In the Club’s archives, I found a poster advertising a public 
celebration for the Birthday of HRH Prince Arthur KG, our 
first Commodore dated May 1872. 

8 AM --  Serenade by a choir of 60 voices at his residence 24 
Waterloo Crescent. 

Noon –  Opening of the Dover Poultry show by the Mayor. 
Followed by a cricket match at Buckland and luncheon . 

2-30 PM Presentation of a Congratulatory address to Prince 
Arthur by the Mayor and Corporation at his residence. 

3 PM Public procession of 3000 children headed by bands, 
followed by the Amalgamated Friendly and other Societes 
and Citizens. Processional route, Pencester- Maison Dieu 
Road - Sea Front - Snargate Street to Market square where 
the children received cake and sang the National Anthem. 

8-30 to 9-15 PM Grand display of fireworks on the sea front 
with a vessel filled with combustibles in the Bay and 
illumination of the Castle and a bonfire near the 
Waterworks. 

The town was generally illuminated and Military bands 
played on the Sea front between 3 and 10PM 

                                                                  Gwyn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karibia Breezes wins the Club’s Early Bird Series.  

Skipper Bernard Sealy and crew Sarah Tinson, Geoff 

Dunne, and Paul Barrett, holding their first cup of the 

season.  
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Kent Section of the Cruising 
Association 

 

Thursday, 13th April 2017 - Clifford Mickleburgh on DAWN 
OWL with Charlie on a whistle stop tour of Europe from the 
Netherlands north to Copenhagen and then south through 
the Kiel Canal, Frisian Islands and the European rivers and 
canals to Switzerland and back down the Rhine through 
Germany to Friesland in the Netherlands. Find out about 
the boat lifts and the inclined planes!  

Winter Warmers are held at the Dog & Bear, Lenham, ME17 
2PG on the second Thursday of each month, starting at 
2000hrs.  Non-members are welcome to attend.   

Clifford Mickleburgh, Secretary – Kent Section,  
Tel07803 727350 or email clifford@mickleburgh.me.uk.  

Dates for your diary:  

12 October 2017, 9 November 2017, 14 December 2017.  
11 January 2018, 8

th
 February 2018, 8

th
 March 2018 
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