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FROM THE COMMORDORE 

Well, here we are again.  The festive season has come 

and gone and we are well into the new year.  

There is much happening in the club at the moment.  

We celebrated the Chinese New Year in style. In 

February, we are having a St Valentine’s Lunch, 

followed by the beer festival; in March.   

There has also been a lot of work recently by members 

into the upstairs bar with a number of upgrades and 

improvements to make it ready for use during the 

coming year.   

I hope most of you will have received a request to take 

part in a survey to give your views on the state of the 

club and your preferences.  I ask that you try and 

respond to help steer the club forward.   

The racing season is planned out and our Cruising 

Commodore has recently met with members to plan 

this year’s cruising programme.  So I would encourage 

as many of you as possible to come and join in some 

or all of what the club is offering.   

And lastly:- cheers to the new year and another 

chance for us to get it right.  

Richard 

Celebrate St Valentine 

On Sunday 12th February, we are celebrating St. Valentine 
with a goodly lunch.  For £15.00, there will be a veritable 
feast provided by Judith, ably helped by her two trusty 
waitresses, with a sweet course to die for (Chocolate Box of 
Berries and Whipped Cream).  

The first person to attend this social event dressed as 
Hamlet or Ophelia eats for free.  

Coming to the club?  

There are changes to the marina area as a result of 

the establishment of the construction zone in 

readiness for the commencement of Stages 1 and 2 of 

the Western Docks development.  There is a new site 

compound located at the Swing Bridge with a walking 

route for access and egress to the pontoons in Tidal 

Basin via the outer edges of the former Swing Bridge 

car park.  Access from Union Street car park to 

Granville and Wellington Docks remains the same and 

pedestrian access to the Esplanade will remain 

throughout.  The Union Street car park will be 

exclusively for marina users and vehicle access from 

the A20 only.  Vehicle access from the marina to the 

yacht club will be via the A20, which at the time of 

writing, is blissfully free of traffic cones.  Members can 

walk to the club from the marina via the Swing Bridge 

and the Esplanade.  

 

Forthcoming events at the club 

 
12 February St Valentine’s Lunch 
4 March Harriet’s Quiz 
10-12 March  The Roger Marples Beer Festival 
19 March  Sunday lunch at the Club 
1 April Fitting Out Supper 
22 April  St George’s Day dinner 

You will find details of all the club’s events on the 
website at www.rcpyc.org.uk.   

And don’t forget to check out our Facebook page, too 

 

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
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Update from the  

Dover Harbour Board  

on the DWDR 

The first stage of construction is now underway with the 
appointment of VSBW, a joint venture between 
VolkerStevin and Boskalis Westminster, to deliver the 
marine structures and bridge contract for the Port of 
Dover’s flagship Dover Western Docks Revival (DWDR) 
development. 

Following key enabling works, this major phase of the 
construction programme is set to begin within the next few 
weeks and is scheduled to be completed at the end of 
2018.  As the result of these works there will be some 
changes to the seafront area to establish the construction 
zone. This will affect both the Esplanade, Union Street, the 
waterfront and harbour and require the closure of the 
Esplanade at Cambridge Terrace in order to facilitate the 
commencement of work on the navigation channel 
required to connect the Wellington Dock to the new 
marina. 

Vehicle access from Union Street to the Esplanade/Marine 
Parade will not be available in either direction throughout 
the duration of this construction phase due to the extent of 
the construction zone and the location of the site entrance 
south of the Marina Swingbridge. Union Street car park will, 
however, remain open and available to berth holders, 
marina users and car park permit holders. Public parking at 
Union Street car park will be suspended during this period.  
Pedestrian and SUSTRANS Cycle Route 2 access will be 
maintained at all times.  Access to seafront businesses and 
amenities will remain available throughout the construction 
period with clear diversion signs located on the A20. 

From Spring 2017, dredgers will be operational within the 
harbour prior to the commencement of piling necessary for 
the construction of the new cargo berths and marina. 
Regular updates of all construction activity phases will be 
communicated to all stakeholders. 

We greatly value our relationship with the local community 
and ever mindful of the potential impacts caused by large 
infrastructure projects such as the DWDR development.  
We will endeavour to do everything in our power to 
mitigate at all stages of construction. A helpline (details to 
be forwarded in due course) manned by the contractors 
will be available along with support from the Port of Dover 
DWDR Communications team. 

The revival of the western part of the Port estate supports 
the developing destination agenda for Dover, being 

identified as the key catalyst for the wider regeneration of 
the area.  It will deliver valuable employment opportunities 
both during construction and on completion of the new 
facilities.  

The location of the marketing suite has now moved to the 
DWDR Project Office at De Bradelei Wharf. We will reopen 
to the public towards the end of February but will happily 
arrange private appointments prior to that time.  

We appreciate your continued patience and support during 
this exciting waterfront regeneration. 

Yours sincerely  

Chris Talbot – DWDR Communications Manager 
DWDR@doverport.co.uk 

 

At the Club recently………. 

The Dover Lifeboat held their annual Crew Supper and 
Awards evening in the Lord Nelson suite recently.  We 
understand they all had a good time and we look forward 
to seeing them all again soon. 

 
Dover Lifeboat Coxswain, James Clapham, with the chairman of 
the Lifeboat Management Group, John Turgoose, receives the 
cheque from Commodore Richard Hart. 

 
“A HUGE thank you to Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club for 

hosting our annual Crew Supper and Awards evening last 

night. They also surprised us with a cheque for £400 raised 

for Dover RNLI, thank you to you all!” 

 

 

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
javascript:handleMailto('mailto:dwdr@doverport.co.uk');return%20false;
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalCinquePortsYachtClub/
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If any members would like to help out at the Beer 

Festival, please contact Comm Richard via the club.  

 

Caption Competition 

 

Email your captions to honsec@rcpyc.org.uk and the 

winning one will be published in the next newsletter.  

A Message from Rear Commodore 

Cruising – Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club 

The 2017 sailing season has already started here at 

the Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club. Not so much 

intrepid owners and crews battling stormy winter 

seas and winds, more getting on with the winter 

refit and of course, talking and planning at the club 

bar.  Our cruising programme for 2017 has now 

been finalised, and will include cruises to Boulogne, 

Dieppe, Dunkirk, Holland, Eastbourne, Brighton, The 

Solent, Channel Islands and beyond. A number of 

joint cruise/races has been arranged, and they 

should prove to be highly entertaining. We have 

also planned longer cruises in company, and 

individual yachts meeting up for fun and of course 

to brag at the bar about incredible nautical feats. 

Whether you own a yacht, are a member of a crew, 

would like to crew, or join our historic club, you are 

all most welcome to take part in our cruising events 

during the forthcoming season. 

Here’s to a fantastic 2017 sailing season, and I look 

forward to welcoming you in the club, and seeing 

you on the water. 

Fair winds  

Ash 

Ashley Ross,  

     Rear Commodore, Cruising 

 

If you are interested in joining one of our cruises – either 

with your boat or as crew, please contact Ash direct on 

ashross2020@gmail.com 

 

The 2017 membership letters are all now available 

behind the bar, so please collect them next time 

you are in the vicinity. 

  

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
mailto:ashross2020@gmail.com
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Kent Section of the Cruising 
Association 

 
 

Thursday 9
th

 February 2017 - Chatham Historical Dockyard 

with Scott Belcher the Curator a fascinating talk with a 

“then and now approach” – a kind of guided tour around 

the site with a general historical overview, specific details 

of the buildings and vessels included and what they do 

now, both for visitors and in the wider sense. The ships 

Gannet, Ocelot and the Cavalier, the lifeboats, the steam 

locomotives and much, much more....... 

Winter Warmers are held at the Dog & Bear, Lenham, ME17 
2PG on the second Thursday of each month, starting at 
2000hrs.  Non-members are welcome to attend.   

For more details, email Clifford on 
clifford@mickleburgh.me.uk.  

 

 

 

 

Update on the Sea School 

At the request of the Commodore and committee, the 
RCPYC Sailing School has been transferred to a non-for-
profit organisation and will now operate as Cinque Ports 
Sailing.  The committee feels that the training school is 
better served as a completely separate entity.  

Cinque Ports Sailing will include the very successful dinghy 
sailing centre at Conningbrook Lakes, Ashford, as well as 
yacht sailing at Dover and Folkestone.  

For information on training opportunities held at the club, 
please honsec@rcpyc.org.uk.   

For information about sailing with Cinque Ports Sailing, 
please email cinqueportssailing@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Articles from members are welcome.  They 
should be typed in Word with any photos in low 
resolution are preferred.  Please limit your article 
to no more than two pages of A4, at 10pt type 
size. Please send them to 
bstapleton99@gmail.com 

And something to keep us going until the racing 
starts – Early Bird anyone?  

 

  

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
mailto:cinqueportssailing@gmail.com
mailto:bstapleton99@gmail.com
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Quick Round Up from the AGM 

Members at the AGM have agreed to increase subscriptions 

across the subscription categories by £10.00 per standard 

member and £15.00 per veteran member; except for 

Cadets & young adults who will have an increased 

subscription of £4.00, and Overseas Membership who will 

have an increased subscription rate of £5.00.  

These subscription rates are shown below by membership 

categories:  

£206.00 Full Single  
£294.00 Full Joint  
£146.00 Veteran Single  
£134.00 Country Single  
£108.00 Corporate Single  
£213.00 Veteran Joint  
£103.00 Country Veteran  
£194.00 Country Joint  
£157.00 Corporate Joint  
£75.00 Forces Single  
£70.00 Overseas  
£153.00 Country Veteran Joint  
£50.00 Surviving Joint  
£50.00 Lady Member  
£35.00 Full Single (18-26)  
£20.00 Cadet 

 
The following persons were elected as officers of the club 
for 2017:  

 Commodore - Richard Hart  

 Vice Commodore - David (African) Ford  

 Rear Commodore (Racing) - Geoff Dunne  

 Rear Commodore (Cruising) - Ashley Ross  

 Hon Treasurer - Vacancy  

 Hon Secretary - Roger Moore  
 
Committee members  

 Graham Eggleton  

 David (English) Ford  

 Robert Govett  

 Sue Neame  

 Barry Tipping  

 Jim White  
 
A copy of the 2016 AGM minutes has been posted on the 
notice board situated to the left of the entry door to the 
downstairs bar, or from Rog, our Hon Sec, on 
honsec@rcpyc.org.uk 
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