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Forthcoming events 

FROM COMMODORE RICHARD 

So that was Christmas. The festive season 
has come and gone and I hope Santa 
brought you everything you wished for. 

 Now the New Year is upon us with all the 
promise of new opportunities both for the 
club and our members. I saw this quote 
recently. It sums up my hopes for this 
year- “We spend January 1 walking 
through our lives, room by room, drawing 
up a list of work to be done, cracks to be 
patched. Maybe this year, to balance the 
list, we ought to walk through the rooms 
of our lives… not looking for flaws, but for 
potential.” 

So, as the dark winter nights continue 
their grip, let’s all look forward to the 
forthcoming season with anticipation and 
a bit of excitement.  

Already eyes are turning to the next few 
weeks with our Burns Night on the 
horizon and planned shore based courses 
through the Sea School. 

You may notice that the social calendar 
shows functions representing the home 
countries and race day celebrations which 
we hope will help to support the Club's 
various improvements and activities.  

So I hope you will join, with the 
Committee and I, in making an effort to 
support the Club and the Sailing School 
throughout the coming season. 

Richard 

Burns’ Night 23 January 
 
Beer Festival  4-6 March 
 
Early Bird Racing begins 5 March 
 

Regular events:  
One Ton Club Draw  1st Sunday 
 
Mah jong  Mondays 
(two sessions – 1230 and 1900)  
 
Film Night 1st Wednesday 
 
We now have a full year’s diary of 
events on the website. You can find it 
from this link: 
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/on-the-
land/events-calendar 
However, if you are travelling to Dover 
for any of these events, please ensure 
you check the website  before you 
leave, or phone the club to confirm  it is 
going ahead, as  arrangements may 
change.  
 
 

Christmas Raffle  
 Did you win?? There are some 
unclaimed prizes, please ask behind the 
bar to see what you might have won. 
Thanks for supporting the Christmas 
raffle, it has helped considerably. 
 



Richard Hart presented a cheque 
to the RNLI at its Christmas Carol 
Service on 20 December from the 
monies raised at the HMS Pickle 
event. 
 
Landmark Show Choir and Yacht 
Club Singers, which both meet at 
the club, were pleased to join in 
with the carols and some of our 
own Christmas songs – Our 
commodore surprised us all with 
his fantastic Russian dance moves 
to accompany our song "Kalinka"! 
 

Commodore Richard with Rob Bendhiaf 
(coxswain), John Turgoose (DLA) and 
members of the Dover Lifeboat crew 

Lots of members turned out with 
Commodore, Richard, to wish our 
departing bar manageress, Hazel 
Marshall, all the best in her new 
position as the manager of the 
Dover transport rest stop. 

 



The Nelson suite presented a very warm welcome to the club's party goers for this years  
Christmas celebrations. It soon became evident that this years theme was “Headgear”. If you 
didn't have any, you weren't a real party goer! See below the evidence!! 
  
When dinner was announced an orderly queue formed in anticipation of some fabulous food 
that was laid on by Harriet and it is fair to say, we were not disappointed. Thank you Harriet.  
  
The party got off to a swing with music being provided by some of the guests, which included 
the usual popular Christmas songs, some jazz and even some reggae thrown in for good 
measure. But of course like all good things, sadly not everybody’s favourite music was played. 
So next time we have a bash, why not bring your music along so that we can include some of 
your favourites too. 
  
Part way through the course of the evening a surprise visit by R2D2 (in the form of a birthday 
cake) was presented to Lynn, our Vice Commodore's wife on the occasion of her birthday. 
Happy Birthday Lynn.  
  
It was not till approaching the witching hour did the party goers start to drift to the front door 
and then only for some fresh air!! Hic! Hic! 

Christmas Party 2016 



Bernard Sealy, together with Bill Shepherd,  
Chairman RYA South East Region, Terry Jones, 
Ashford Borough Council, Sam Rowe, RYA 
Sailing Development Officer for Kent and 
Sussex and Steve Mitchell, RYA London and 
South East Regional Development Officer 

It’s a time of planning and preparation as 
we pull together the programme for both 
our practical sea courses at Dover and 
beyond  plus our dinghy sailing at 
Conningbrook Lakes, Ashford.   

Sailing to and from the Isle of Wight is 
being offered, as well as the opportunity 
to take part in the Round the Island Race 
this summer, and there is a rumour that 
there’s a trip around Britain too.   

Courses for 2016 include:  

• Start Yachting 
• Competent Crew 
• Dayskipper 
• Yachtmaster 
• Navigation  
• Workshops (eg using the spinnaker) 
For more details on courses at both Dover 
and Ashford, please contact Helen 
Hofmann on 07974644713 or Terry Lee 
on 07710647966.  
 
As part of our planning for 2016, Bernard 
and Helen  recently met with RYA officers 
and Ashford Borough Council to discuss 
improvements and developments at 
Conningbrook Lakes.  

Conningbrook Lakes Sailing held courses 
and events right up to Christmas for our 
young sailors, who also had a visit to the 
Dover Lifeboat Station and the chance to 
see what big sailing boats were like.  

We look forward to watching them 
develop their sailing skills and 
welcoming them at Club races in the 
future.  



Kent Section of the 
Cruising Association 

The next Winter Warmer is being 
held at the Dog & Bear on 
Thursday 14th January 2016  
 
 
A Barging Childhood and Beyond: The 
Story of an Essex Sailor - Nick Ardley  
 
This talk will take you on a journey which 
began in the early 1950s: Nick’s parents 
bought a spritsail barge to live and go 
yachting on. She was the May Flower, 
built in 1888. As time went by, four 
children arrived, one by one. For Nick, his 
tale begins with a sail to St Katharine Dock 
at the tender age of six weeks! The trials, 
tribulations and joys of a barging 
childhood are looked at before, with time 
moving on, Nick leaves home, first, as an 
engineer officer at sea, then for married 
life too. His girl, a Midlands’s maiden, was 
soon introduced to the silt laden waters of 
the Thames estuary.  
We then follow Nick and his mate on a 
passage around the east coast’s rivers 
between N. Kent and mid Suffolk aboard 
their Finesse 24, Whimbrel. As they wend 
their way, weaving in and out of muddy 
creeks, Nick especially watches as the 
world passes slowly by, wondering... Once 
at anchor, we find that Nick is just as likely 
to continue exploring in a gunter dinghy, 
sometimes ‘dragging’ his mate with him, 
to search for the lost world that rests 
amongst so much of our salt, marsh and 
mud...  
 
Winter Warmers are open to non-
members.  We meet at the Dog & Bear in 
Lenham, and the talks start at 
2000hours.   

There have been hardy souls in 
the Dover Marina boat yard – yes, 
it’s that time of year again.  Ray 
Russell, one of our Dover Boat 
Shed “shedders” gets to grips 
with the messy side of boating. 
 

The Dover Boat Shed meets at the 
marina on yacht “Danny” in the 
Granville Dock, every Thursday.  
All club members are welcome to 
come along.  Anti-fouling duties 
are not compulsory but a warm 
welcome and a cuppa are.  For 
more details of the Dover Boat 
Shed project, please contact Terry 
Dickson on 07806749781.  



The whole GOST team is wishing you a 
gorgeous 2016.  

One of the milestones in 2015 for us 
was our expedition to the waters off 
Cuba, remembering the naval operation 
in which the Cuban submarine hunter 
CS-13 under the command of Ensign 
Mario Ramirez Delgado sunk the 
German submarine U176 under the 
command of Lieutenant Commander 
Reiner Dierksen in Cuban territorial 
waters on the 15 May 1943.  We 
received a warm welcome from the City 
of Miami and our partners in America.   

In April, we will be presenting the 
“Ancla de Plata”, awarded to the Royal 
Cinque Ports Yacht Club, to our 
president Admiral The Lord Boyce in the 
Club House in Dover.  We hope many 
club members will come to say hello.  

 Our next expedition is ARCTIC OCEAN 
RAPTOR (www.arcticoceanraptor.com), 
when we will be sailing the waters of 
the Arctic ocean.  If you would like to 
take part, please contact Bernard Sealy.  
Details of the expedition will be 
reported via the club’s website.   

 Fair winds from your friends at GOST.  

You can follow the GOST expeditions via 
their website www.gost.org and they 
are on Facebook too.  

From the Global 
Offshore Sailing 
Team skipper, 
Jochen Werner 

For those sailors wanting a less 
arduous sailing challenge, there 
is the ARC Channel Island 
cruising rally 2016 

Join World Cruising Club, in 
association with RYA Active 
Marina., for a very special cruising 
rally to the Channel Island and 
France.  

Whether you are a seasoned rallier 
or a first timer, ARC Channel Islands 
is an enjoyable way to grow your 
confidence cruising away for home.  

Social activities ashore, coupled 
with safety requirements and 
recommendations, daily  weather 
briefings, position reporting and a 
radio net make the ARC Channel 
Islands both safe and fun.  

Check out the website: 
www.worldcruising.com/arcchanneli
slands 



As some of you may be aware during June 2015 as part of the Waterloo 200 celebrations a 
yacht, Mazurka, crewed by members of The Global Offshore Sailing Team (GOST) together with 
another yacht, Sarva of Beaulieu, crewed by members of the Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club 
(RCPYC) sailed from Zeebrugge to Hamburg to deliver the New Waterloo Dispatch. The 
adventures of that trip were described in an earlier report which can be viewed on Dropbox 
via a link in the December newsletter.  

As part of the trip the GOST had prepared an expedition flag which was flown during the 
journey.  

 On arrival in Hamburg the Dispatch was presented at 
a ceremony attended by a number of dignitaries 
including the Belgian Ambassador to Germany, His 
Excellency Ghislain D’Hoop. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony Jochen, the Expedition Leader and Skipper 
of the GOST yacht offered the flag to the Ambassador 
as a memento of the occasion.  

The Ambassador indicated he would be honoured to receive the flag but felt there should be a 
formal presentation and accordingly he invited the crews of both yachts to the Belgian 
Embassy in Berlin on 27th November 2015 to formally hand over the flag to commemorate the 
completion of the expedition. 

 The crew of Sarva, Dave Ford (Africa) Richard Hart, Aiden Denton and Glen Springett signed up 
to make the trip. A hotel was booked in Berlin and it was decided to travel to Berlin using 
Glen’s spacious car, a Mercedes. Ferry tickets were purchased and everything was set to go. 

 On Thursday 26th November the crew met up in the Marina and headed to the ferry terminal. 
After a delay passing through French Immigration we were on our way. From Calais we headed 
past Dunkerque and into Belgium where we got delayed at Antwerp. Then it was on through 
The Netherlands and into Germany and Berlin. The journey took about 12 hours but we found 
our hotel easily thanks to some great navigating by Aiden. After a quick wander around the 
local Christmas Market and a dose of gluwein we turned in for the night.  

 The Location of the presentation ceremony had 
been moved to the Ambassador’s residence 
and was due to take place at 1530 hrs so after 
a healthy breakfast we left the hotel and took a 
guided bus tour of the city passing through 
some well-known street names and seeing 
some iconic sites from times gone by including 
a section of the Berlin Wall and Checkpoint 
Charlie and the wreckage of a local church with 
a modern replacement built mainly of 
transparent blue tiles which gave the interior a 
stunning blue colour 

 

The Global Offshore Sailing Team 
The Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club 

The New Waterloo Dispatch 
The Grand Finale 



After a quick visit by part of the crew to a large department store and a frantic trip by me to 
the local Christmas market for hats and baubles and other presents for the family we returned 
to the hotel to get ourselves presentable for the forthcoming ceremony. 
  
A short drive from the hotel saw us outside the Ambassador’s residence awaiting the arrival of 
the GOST members. Once they arrived we all gathered together outside for some photo 
opportunities before entering the premises where we found one of the GOST members and his 
wife had already arrived.  
  
We were welcomed by the Ambassador and his wife, who was English and had Kentish 
connections. We were all served with a glass of champagne before moving to the formal 
presentation which was made by Jochen, the Skipper of the Expedition and our Commodore, 
Richard. The Ambassador praised the efforts of the expedition and said he was proud to 
receive the flag. It should be mentioned here that for a number of reasons the Ambassador 
had found it necessary to cancel many of his appointments that week but had insisted that this 
presentation take place – quite an honour for us.  
 

After the presentation group photos were taken 
before we were treated to a feast of sandwiches, 
cakes, Belgian chocolates and coffee during which 
the Ambassador and his wife expressed great 
interest in the next GOST/RCPYC expedition to the 
Arctic regions.  As a final part of the ceremony the 
Ambassador graciously agreed to become an 
honorary member of the GOST and was presented 
with a set of cuff links bearing the Team’s log 
  
The ceremony was completed with the signing of 
the Guest Book and then we left the residence 
after a visit of some 2 ½ hours. All in all a proud 
moment for all those concerned in the New 
Waterloo Dispatch Expedition 2015 



A celebration was called for so we headed for a restaurant 
in central Berlin where we celebrated the completion of the 
whole adventure with one of the biggest pizzas I have seen. 
Despite what the picture shows it was shared between us 
and not just for the Commodore. After the meal a visit to a 
local hotel music bar for a celebratory drink and then it was 
back to the hotel after a long but exciting day. 
 

Next day we decided to make a couple of other visits before leaving Berlin to see some more 
sights and buy some more Christmas baubles. The weather even lent itself to the occasion 
with the snow falling to give us a real feel of the festive season. A final visit to the Brandenburg 
Gate and then we were on our way back to Dover.  
 
The drive back was quicker than the outward journey but as we got nearer to Calais the 
weather deteriorated (as usual). The ferry was delayed for only a short while then we began 
that short channel trip in severe gale conditions with quite a few passengers suffering from 
mal de mer, not assisted by the four of us sitting nearby eating curry. 
  
Then we were in Dover and that was it. The end of a great sailing season for the GOST/RCPYC 
and on a more personal level for Sarva and the crew to whom I owe a vote of thanks, 
  
David Ford 
Sarva of Beaulieu 
Vice-Commodore 
 
 


