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Forthcoming events 

FROM THE COMMODORE 

My thoughts for this month have been 
overshadowed by the loss of our member 
Sheila Cope.  Sheila was a stalwart of the club 
with a lot of sailing experience and a strong 
supporter of Club social functions. Words 
cannot adequately express our feelings.  She 
will be sadly missed and our thoughts go out to 
Brian and family at this tragic time. 

I would like to welcome two new members on 
board the committee.  Sue Neame and Robert 
Govett. Sue has a vast amount of sailing 
experience and has cruised extensively around 
Europe, across the Atlantic Ocean and around 
the Caribbean.  Robert is also an experienced 
sailor and also crew on the Dungeness Lifeboat.  
We welcome their help and look forward to 
their input  

Moving on to Club issues the sailing season is 
now well underway.  The Early Bird series has 
come and gone and congratulations to the 
series winner.  The Spring series is now 
underway with more boats hopefully available 
to take part.  We are also looking forward to 
the RCPYC/Rye regatta later in the month and 
plans are now in place for some club cruises 
including the "Battle of Jutland" cruise at the 
end of May. 

On the social front, we had a very successful 
Fitting Out Supper and St George’s Day Dinner, 
including a visit from our President, Lord 
Boyce, who accepted on behalf of the Club, a 
presentation from the Cuban Naval History 
Association.  We also played host to the RAF 41 
Squadron who were celebrating their 
centenary.  More about these events in the 
newsletter.   

Coming up is the visit of the Le Touquet Yacht 
Club and the celebration of Dover's association 
with Split in Croatia.  I hope as many of you 
who are able will join us in these occasions. 

As Spring progresses, I hope everyone enjoys 
the Club and all it has to offer.  

Richard 

May 2016 
Fri 06 –Sat 07 Le Touquet Weekend 
 (Details from the club). 
Sat 07 Harbour Race 2 
 Split Evening 
Fri 13  Club Quiz Night 1900 
Sat 14  Spring Series Race 3 
Sat 21 Dover Marina Open Day 
 Harbour Race 3 
Fri 27-05 Jun Jutland cruise 
 (Details on the website) 
Sat 28  RCPYC/Rye Regatta 
 Regatta Dinner 1900. 
 
Dates for your diary:  
Fri 1 July  Ladies’ Lunch 
Sat 1 October Laying Up Supper 
 

There is a complete calendar of 
events on our new club website at  

www.rcpyc.org.uk 
 

Kat Moers-Stiller, with Mayor of Dover.  
Kat with her award winning photo from 
the Dover Castle Photography 
competition. Kat sails on Karibia 
Breezes and Black Diamond.  

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/


BATTLE OF JUTLAND 

The Club is planning a summer 
cruise to commemorate the 
Battle of Jutland.  The cruise will 
depart Dover on 24 May, crossing 
the North Sea and around the 
north of Denmark, returning via 
the Kiel Canal and back to Dover.  

The Battle of Jutland was a naval 
battle, fought by the Royal Navy under 
Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, against the 
Imperial German Navy’s High Seas Fleet 
under Vice-Admiral Reinhard Scheer, 
during World War One.  The battle was 
fought from 31 May to 1 June 1916 in 
the North Sea, near the coast of 
Denmark's Jutland Peninsula.  It was 
the largest naval battle and the only 
full-scale clash of battleships in the war.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The British fleet comprised 151 combat 
ships against 99 German ships, and the 
casualties recorded were 6,094 British 
and 2,551 German.  There will be 
commemorations as part of the cruise 
remembering this loss of life at sea.   

It was the third fleet action between 
steel battleships, following the smaller 
but more decisive battles during the 
Russo-Japanese War. You can find more 
about the battle on Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of
_Jutland 

If you would like to join the Club’s fleet 
on this cruise, please contact Rear 
Comm, Cruising, Ashley Ross, via the 
Club.  

Le Touquet Weekend 
 

A very special reception is planned for our 
visiting yachtsmen and women from Cercle 
Nautique du Touquet yacht club (CNT) in 
return for their excellent hospitality they 
extended to us during our visit to their club 
last year.   

As part of a special reception to our 
visitors, there will be an English supper on 
Friday 6 May 19:00 for 19:30 in the Lord 
Nelson Suite.  We are working hard to 
match the superb buffet that CNT provided 
to us and I hope YOU may wish to be part 
of this especial "entente cordiale". 

This is a ticket event, so you will need to 
book at an early opportunity as demand is 
expected to be particularly high.   

Friday 13th is a date that 
many old salts would never 
set sail on a new voyage.  

Friggatriskaidekaphobia or 
paraskevidekatriaphobia is the name of 
the condition that is Fear of Friday the 
13th.   

Don't suffer from the above phobia's, 
then come to the club for a fun quiz 
night and see how you do. 

Doors open at 19:00 for a 19:30 serving 
of Chicken, Potato Wedges, and mixed 
vegetables.  The quiz starts promptly at 
20:00 with Harriett as your quiz 
mistress.  

Teams of 4 with a cost of £5.00 per 
person.  Make your booking via the club 
and if you are unable to raise a team of 
4, then partial teams and individuals 
can telephone the club and we will 
attempt to put a team together for you.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jutland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jutland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jutland


Coming up this Saturday 7 May, 12 to 3pm at the Club 

A Split Celebration 

Dover is twinned with Calais, as we all probably know, and also Split in Croatia. Dover Tales are 
hoping to promote this twinning with a low key event this year which will hopefully lead to a 
bigger event next year, and are researching an ancient connection between the two ports. 

The Day of Saint Domnius, Split's protector, takes place on the 7th May bringing together 
around 10 thousand pilgrims, believers and other frie...nds of Split. The main celebration 
includes a procession that starts from St. Domnius cathedral, passing through Riva and 
finishing on Doctor Franjo Tuđman square, where a Mass is then held. Sudamja, a popular 
festival in honour of Saint Domnius, begins early in the morning and includes many events: 
from brass band concerts, klapas, the selling of traditional souvenirs, wooden butterflies and 
similar toys for children to wooden utensils for older people, a rowing contest in front of the 
waterfront and the well-known Tombula, a famous, popular game that offers players the 
chance of winning money. 

For our own mini celebration , we are hoping that Dover Tales will be telling some stories from 
Split, and there will be a display of literature from the Split tourism office. Mirroring the events 
in Split, we have Eythorne Silver Band supplying music, Dover Tales have some stories 
reflecting the history of Split and the historical connections between the two ports, there will 
be small display of material about Split and the Dalmatian coastline. The Mayor of Dover who 
has an interest in the connection between Dover and Split will be in attendance. 

Saint Domnius was a 3rd-century Bishop of Salona and patron of the city of Split in Croatia.  
Salona was a large Roman city serving as capital of Dalmatia.  He was martyred with seven 
other Christians in the persecutions of the Emperor Diocletian. He was born in Antioch, in 
modern-day Turkey but historically in Syria, and beheaded in 304 at Salona. 

 

Split is the second-largest city of Croatia and the largest city of the 
region of Dalmatia. It lies on the eastern shore of the Adriatic Sea, 
centred on the Roman Palace of the Emperor Diocletian. Spread 
over a central peninsula and its surroundings, Split's greater area 
includes the neighbouring seaside towns as well. An intraregional 
transport hub and popular tourist destination, the city is a link to 
numerous Adriatic islands and the Apennine peninsula. 



FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT ON 
THE WATER 

The Racing Season has got off to a good 
though often cold and blustery start. With 
already seven boats having participated 
at least once and with the promise of 
more to come, the Club could have its 
biggest racing fleet for many years. 

The ‘Old Firm’ duo of Rush and Karibia 
Breezes have been to the fore but 
Graham Eggleton’s Black Diamond with 
already two first places in the Early Bird 
Series and Bas Stapleton’s Falcon 
skippered by Pete Leas are making their 
mark and will sure to feature in the 
Silverware department. 

 

Meanwhile up at Conningbrook Lakes, 
there has been plenty of activity and lots 
of eager youngsters and some not so 
young getting out on the water. 

 

 

Date Arr/Dep Ship From/to Flag Operator GT 

1 0700/1800 Albatros Bremerhaven / Portland BA Phoenix-Reisen 28,518 

4 0700/1700 MSC Opera Cherbourg / Copenhagen PA  MSC Cruises 65,591 

5 0700/1700 Braemar Bremen / Mystery Cruise BA Fred Olsen 24,344 

6 x  / x Saga Pearl ll Bordeaux / Ijmuiden MA Saga Cruises 18,627 

13 0700/1700 Black Watch Southampton / Eidfjord BA Fred Olsen 28,613 

14 0700/1700 Braemar Mystery Cruise / Southampton BA Fred Olsen 24,344 

16 0800/2000 AIDAsol Ijmuiden / Hamburg IT AIDA 71,304 

16 0800/1900 Costa Pacifica Le Havre / Hamburg IT Costa Cruises 114,425 

20 0730/2000 AIDAsol Ijmuiden / Hamburg IT AIDA 71,304 

20 0700/1800 Europa Cork / Kiel BA Hapag Lloyd 28,890 

21 x  / x Saga Pearl ll Gothenburg / Bergen MA Saga Cruises 18,627 

21 0700/1700 Black Watch Stavanger / Gibraltar BA Fred Olsen 28,613 

24 0800/2000 AIDASol Ijmuiden / Hamburg IT AIDA 71,304 

25 0800/1900 Costa neoRomantica Le Havre / Amsterdam IT Costa Cruises 114,425 

28 0800/2000 AIDAsol Ijmuiden / Hamburg IT AIDA 71,304 

28 x  / x Saga Pearl ll Stavanger / Dover MA Saga Cruises 18,627 

29 0530/1700 Disney Magic Liverpool / Stavanger BA Disney Cruises 83,969 

Dover Cruise Liner movements –May (from Ships Monthly) 
Flag Codes BA Bermuda, BE Bahamian, GB Great Britain, IT Italy, M Malta, Ma Marshall Is, N Norway,  NL Netherlands, P 

Portugal, PA Panama, StV St Vincent  

Ships can also be tracked  on your smartphone or Ipad with the App  “Marine Traffic”  

The Early Bird Series was won by Karibia 
Breezes with Black Diamond and Falcon 
getting the other podium places. 
 



   

  SAILING ON CALLISTO   

  MEMORIES FROM DICK DAVIDSON 

 

On the evening of 26 July 1963, Dick and the crew of Callisto left Dover and sailed down the 
channel towards Gosport, with the intention of representing the RCPYC in the Channel and 
Fastnet races, organised by the RORC. Having secured suitable moorings, they returned by road 
to Dover.  The following Friday, they drove down to Portsmouth. They drove along Southsea 
Beach and eyed up the competition awaiting at anchor for the start. 

Dick writes: I must say it gave me quite a thrill to see the many world famous yachts gathered 
there; the great ‘Stormvogal’, ‘Bolero’ - the first yacht home on the Transatlantic race, ‘Ondine’ 
who had taken part in every major ocean race in the world, ‘Figaro’, ‘Outlaw’ and others to 
numerous to mention. It was a truly international field especially with six teams of three 
yachts each from Great Britain, France, America, Sweden, Holland and Germany, all taking part 
in this race as the first of four races between these teams counting towards the Admiral’s Cup. 
Many other yachts from foreign countries were included in the 119 starters. We felt rather 
humble in such company but proud to be taking part. 

We quickly got aboard and under way as the race for our Class III began at 2000hrs. 
Unfortunately, the wind fell right away at that time and light airs from dead ahead with a foul 
tide found the whole fleet tacking back and forth off Southsea Beach.  It was soon dusk which 
added to the confusion and I was not a little worried by some of the huge Class I steering 
straight at me, even though only slowly. The wind eventually came and we were able to beat 
out though the Forts and set course for the Owers Light Vessel. We had plenty of company and 
this meant we had something to keep us on our toes, a most helpful point in ocean racing. We 
quickly got aboard and under way as the race for our Class III began at 2000hrs.  

Unfortunately, the wind fell right away at that time and light airs from dead ahead with a foul 
tide found the whole fleet tacking back and forth off Southsea Beach.  It was soon dusk which 
added to the confusion and I was not a little worried by some of the huge Class I steering 
straight at me, even though only slowly. The wind eventually came and we were able to beat 
out though the Forts and set course for the Owers Light Vessel. We had plenty of company and 
this meant we had something to keep us on our toes, a most helpful point in ocean racing.  

The course for this race was 
from Southsea to the Owers 
Light Vessel, Royal Sovereign 
Light Vessel, Le Harvre Light 
Vessel, Nab Tower and back to 
Southsea, about 225 miles. The 
crew consisted of myself, my 
wife Tina, brother John, Ian 
Muray, Tom Walder and a friend 
of his, Brian Disney, who had 
never smile before but wanted 
to come along for the ride.  
 



After our fine night, the morning dawned grey and wet with visibility reduced to a couple of miles.  
The wind backed slowly all night and at 0430 hrs, we were able to set our spinnaker to a force 3 
NNW wind. We made good time towards the Royal Sovereign Light Vessel. I elected to stand 
inshore off Newhaven to allow for a light northerly wind which was forecast but it backed instead 
and gave us an uncomfortable dead run to clear Beachy Head. This shift in wind put us astern of 
‘Ben’s Choice’ and ‘Ilex II’ who were offshore.  With all hands on deck, we gybed under the stern 
of the Light Vessel at 1633hrs, nearly blasted out of the water by the noise of the fog horn, and 
quickly settled down to hard on the wind for the Le Harvre Light Vessel, some 80 miles distant.  

Progress became slow as the wind fell away and we had difficulty in holding our course. We had 
now a good boat, ‘Sportlust VI’, ahead of us and made a determined effort to hold onto her. All 
night the wind remained rather variable for the west and we were generally being pushed to the 
east of our course.  We were treated to some fine sights as a thunder storm passed overhead in 
the night. The ship ahead, ‘Sportlust’, reported sparks at her masthead afterwards.  One feels 
quite  small and insignificant when in the midst of such a storm in the open sea.  

We sighted Cape d’Antifer ahead over the port bow at 0415hrs. We struggled on past the Cape 
unable to steer our course and the wind became rather fickle for a time, necessitating changing 
from the genoa to ghosted and vice-versa in a very short choppy sea, which kept stopping the 
boat dead.  After a rather exasperating morning we at last rounded the Light Vessel at 1319hrs 
and at this time the wind began to steady from the west.  in the freshening wind we began a fast 
reach to the Nab and although the wind increased to force 6 at one stage, we made good time.  
With the increase of wind we tied in both reefs in our mainsail but kept the genoa up and under 
this rig Callisto is very light on the helm, doesn’t heel too much and really goes.  This is not the 
case when we change down headsails and keep the main up. During this part of the race visibility 
closed down to less than a mile at some stages and we lost sight of all our competitors, a 
condition which lasted until crossing the finish line.  

As we closed the English coast the wind decreased and we were able to shake out our refs. Our 
navigation was on the ball and we sighted the Nab ahead at 0245hrs Sunday morning.  Visibility 
was better inshore and we sighted our first competitor for ten hours as we beat up to the finish 
line between the Forts. We crossed the line at 0414hrs and after reporting our number to the 
Committee Boat, bore away to Gosport and our moorings at Coldharbour.  

Our friend, Brian, who said he had had enough sleep on the race, rowed ashore whilst we had a 
couple of hours sleep and returned with milk and the morning papers, which told us that 
‘Stormvogel’  had finished first the previous day. In the final results we were 79th out of 199 
yachts taking part, and 27th out of 44 in our class. So ended the first race. We were quite pleased 
with the result on the whole as we were one of the smallest and oldest, and I suppose cheapest, 
boat in the fleet.  We spent a fine sunny morning and afternoon tidying up and preparing for the 
final test the following weekend, before joining the milling throngs in the roads for the drive back 
to Dover.  

I could hardly wait for the following Friday midday when I was due to leave work and together 
with  Tom Walder and Mike Abbott motor to Gosport and sail Callisto form there to Cowes ago 
await the Fastnet Crew. 

 

And you can read about Dick’s Fastnet adventures next month.  

 



By the time the presentation was complete many more 
guests had arrived for the St George's Day formal dinner 
being held in the Lord Nelson Suite and so everyone 
retired upstairs. Before Grace was said, Richard asked 
everyone to stand for a moments silence in memory of 
the passing of our long term friend and member Sheila 
Cope. After grace, a great three course meal was 
enjoyed by all. Our thanks to the caterers and staff for 
providing another splendid dinner. 

 

St George's Day @  
Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club 2016 

The Silver Anchor Diploma is given to those bodies 
which preserve historical memories of significant 
naval events around the world.  On this occasion it 
was The Channel Dash Association which 
contributed by retaining the historical information of 
an event off the Cuban coast in 1943.  In particular, it 
commemorates the sinking of the German 
submarine U-176 by the Cuban sub chaser Caza 
Submarino 13 (CS-13), becoming the only non-
American Allied ship to sink an enemy U-boat in the 
Caribbean. 
Our friends from GOST visited the waters off Cuba 
during their 2014 mission and commemorated the 
72nd anniversary of the sinking of the U-176 and the 
loss of the seamen aboard.  
A video clip of the presentation is available on the 
club’s website.  
 

Lord Boyce presents Commodore 
Richard with the Silver Anchor 
Award 

St George's Day 23rd April 2016 saw great activity at and about the club. It started with the 
second race in the Harbour Series at the stroke of noon. The challenge was taken up by four 
yachts, with Falcon making great strides until an unsolicited incident meant she had to retire. In so 
doing she permitted Karibia Breezes, under the helmsmanship of Bernard, to romp home in first 
place. It is rumoured that Falcon will be back to show what she is really made of. In second and 
third places respectfully came Rush with Ken at the helm and Balmain Bug with Robert Govett at 
the helm. 

The RAF, in the shape of 41 Squadron arrived in the club en route to France.  They had a problem 
but the club rose to the challenge and fed, watered and rested, they embarked the following 
morning for France.  

Later that day and back at the club some of the sailors convened to hear the results of the race 
which had been published in the afternoon. At the same time they witnessed the formal 
presentation of an award to the club of the Silver Anchor Diploma, which the Lord Warden, Lord 
Boyce, graciously accepted it on behalf of the club.  



 

Not many people have flown with 41 
Squadron and even fewer have sailed 
with them – Karibia Breezes and 
Torbellin, and their crews, are proud to 
be two who have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early arrival in Calais – time for lunch?  

Or perhaps a warming hot toddy or 
two?  

Commodore Richard presenting a club 
burgee to 41 Squadron 

Helping our Friends in the Air Force 

On 23 April, we entertained the Air 
Force, in the form of the 41st Squadron 
of RAF Coningsby.  They called into the 
club for a “fish 'n' chips” supper having 
completed a cycle ride from their base 
in Lincolnshire.  

The 41st Squadron's trip was to be a 
Centenary 300 mile Cycle-Sail-Run 
Challenge, Coningsby 2016 to St.  Omer 
1916.  This was to take the form of a 
220 mile cycle route course, sailing 
across the channel as the crew for a 45 
ft yacht and finally running the 
remaining 35 miles from the French 
coast to the old airfield at St Omer less 
than 36 hours after setting out. All we 
had to do was look after them whilst 
here in Dover.   

But life doesn't always run smoothly. 
For whatever reason the 45ft yacht 
failed to materialise and an emergency 
call was made to the club for 
“alternative arrangements please”.  

Fortunately, Karibia Breezes and 
Torbellin came to the rescue and they 
were all duly transported to Calais after 
leaving Dover at 05:00 hrs on the 
Sunday morning.  

We offer a big thank you to Pete Lees, 
Terry Lee, John West and Nic Lucas for 
joining Bernard  Sealy, who persuaded 
them to get up at a very early hour to 
aid the very worthwhile cause. 

The event was in aid of LIVES  
“Lincolnshire Integrated Volunteer 
Emergency Service” . Their target was 
to raise £4,100.00. The fund currently 
stands at £5,320.00.  

Well done to all who assisted including 
Roger and Kathy Moore, who in 
addition to organising “fish 'n' chips”, 
also sorted out bedding arrangements. 
No, please don't ask how. 



If you would like to donate, there is still time, 
please head to 
www.justgiving.com/centenary300challenge. 

 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of 41(Reserve) Test & Evaluation 
Squadron ‘(R) TES’ and as part of our centenary celebrations, Officer 
Commanding 41(R) TES, Wing Commander Steve Berry set the task to 
come up with a challenge worthy of this milestone.  His only guidance was 
that it must be arduous and physically demanding, with the aim of raising 
money for charity. It was decided that we would complete a 300 mile 
cycle-sail-run relay from our current home at RAF Coningsby, Lincolnshire 
to the squadron’s spiritual home of St. Omer, France.   

41 Squadron takes to the seas 

At 0600 23rd April, 12 team members and 10 support crew set off on a very cold first leg of the 
challenge,  a 220 mile cycle from Coningsby to Dover.  Despite the distance and four punctures, a 
favourable wind meant we arrived unscathed in Dover at 2140 to fish & chips and a warm 
reception from the Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club.  After the meal and a quick beer (or two), the 
team got their heads down for a much needed (if short) kip in the club’s presentation room. 

All too quickly our 2nd day started as we prepared for a 0600 departure. 13 personnel, most with 
little or no sailing experience, embarked onto the Torbellin & Karibia Breezes. With mercifully 
calm seas (although even this was too much for one member) we crossed the channel, arriving in 
Boulogne-sur-Mer approximately five hours later.  

With tired legs and only enough time for a 
quick change of clothes and some 
food/drink, the first team of six runners 
departed on the final, but most demanding 
aspect of challenge: the run.  A 39 mile 
route through undulating French 
countryside lay ahead of us and many 
members pushed themselves farther than 
they thought possible.  

With tired legs and only enough time for a quick change of clothes and some food/drink, the first 
team of six runners departed on the final, but most demanding aspect of challenge: the run.  A 
39 mile route through undulating French countryside lay ahead of us and many members pushed 
themselves farther than they thought possible. Particular mention has to go to three people who 
ran in excess of 30 miles, two of them without stopping! At approximately 1900 (36 hours after 
setting off) the team arrived at St Omer aerodrome to rapturous applause from the local Mayor 
and flying club. After a few photos, speeches and one or two glasses of champagne, we could 
finally reflect on what we had all just achieved.   

Our chosen charity was the Lincolnshire based charity LIVES, 
a group of first responders who are invaluable in augmenting 
the Lincolnshire Ambulance Service. In 2015 alone, LIVES 
responded to 18,000 emergency calls (188 of which were 
'serious incidents') and saved over 270 lives!  

At time of writing the event has raised over £5,400, which 
would not have been possible without the support of the 
Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club. So on behalf of both the 
Squadron and LIVES, we extend our heartfelt gratitude in 
supporting us in this endeavour.  



Kent Section of the 
Cruising Association 

Our Winter Warmer for 2016 – 2017 
begin again on Thursday, 13 October 2016 
[starting after supper at 8pm] and both 
members and non-members are very 
welcome.  

 

Kent, Essex and Suffolk Rallies 

Proposed Limehouse Rally - Bank Holiday 
Weekend.  Starts 27 May with meet at 
Queenborough in the evening.  Saturday 
28 May cruising in company to Limehouse 
Basin followed by a barbecue at CA 
House. On 29 May we have a dinner at CA 
House before departing on 30thMay.  
More details from essex@theca.org.uk.  

Kent Rally - August Bank Holiday 
Weekend (27-29 August).  This will be to 
North Fambridge on the River Crouch, a 
delightful and interesting village on the 
Dingle Peninsula, plus a visit to 
Battlesbridge with its famous antiques 
centre.  The programme includes a 
pontoon party and Rally Supper. Details 
from kent@theca.org.uk. 

 

A reminder toRCPYC members who 
are also CA members:  

There is a 20% discount on berthing fees, 
whatever the number of nights, for CA 
members just across the English Channel 
in the following marinas: Plaisance Cȏte 
d’Opale, Etaples-sur-Mer, Boulogne-sur-
Mer, Calais, Gravelines & Dunkerque [Le 
Grande Large, Basin du Commerce, Bassin 
de la Marine].  

 

Clifford Mickleberg  
from the Kent Section 
 of the CA, and his  
first mate, Charlie,  
are taking another  
European tour on  
their boat, DAWN OWL, visiting 
Copenhagen, Paris, Luxembourg, 
Strasbourg and before travelling down 
the Rhine, and returning to the 
Netherlands for the winter.   

Cliff reports: “I've been in the Baltic for 
3 weeks with Charlie and it is very, very 
cold no matter where the wind is 
coming from.  We went as far north as 
Copenhagen and Helsingor.  Now we 
are heading south through the islands 
to pick up friends at Kiel on 4 May.  
Then we go back through the Kiel Canal, 
the Frisian Islands to the Netherlands.  
We are planning on being home for 
June and then away again until mid 
September.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dawn Owl in Sweden 

mailto:kent@theca.org.uk


 

The new club website – www.rcpyc.org.uk 
 

The club website was updated recently and brings with it much more real time notices and 
information on a wide variety of events. Please take time to have a look and to provide 
feedback on any and all aspects of the site and feel free to include a “wish list”. No 
guarantee that all requests can be accommodated but each one will be given serious 
consideration.  

Clearly some pages have not yet been fully populated with information, as it is still a work in 
progress.  If you have not received information recently, please try the website or failing 
that, drop a line to a relevant member of the committee. Website queries and comments 
should be directed to me in the first instance via honsec@rcpyc.org.uk 

In the recent past we have had significant difficulty doing the traditional “mailshot” as the 
original club's e -mail account has been compromised and we can no longer use it.  In an 
effort to overcome this situation we are now providing much more routine information on 
the website which also contains more detail per event, so please do check it out on a regular 
basis. Why not put rcpyc.org.uk in your favourites in your browser. All of this reduces our 
dependence on direct e-mailing, but it does not exclude it altogether. (Just to remind you, 
our new e-mail address is honsec@rcpyc.org.uk) 

To give you some idea of how we are getting on, race results are entered by Geoff Dunne 
shortly after the close of the event, so you will be able to see these results via the 
appropriate web page typically before the close of play on the day of the race.  

None of this will stop the publication of the newsletter but it is likely that information will be 
available on the website in advance of the newsletter, so do keep en eye out for it. 

Something new: Take for example the fact that you can offer “stuff” for sale and perhaps 
advertise to buy “stuff” that you need. Look at “Buy and Sell” under “More”.   

Also, take time to look up the list of regalia that is now available, here again you will find this 
under “More”.  

Keep up to date with what is happening with the DHB at the Dover Western Docks Revival 
scheme. Find it under DWDR. All bulletins that the club receives on this matter will be 
published here. 

Happy browsing! 

Aiden Denton 

 
If you have any comments, suggestions or content for the new website, please send them 
directly to Aiden on the club email address: honsec@rcpyc.org.uk 

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk


The Baggott Cup was donated by a 

cruising member of the club and it was 

to be awarded for the best kept log. 

It was first awarded to Dick Davidson and 

his "Best man" Charles Freeman in 1956, 

for the log of his journey of more than 

1,000 miles in his craft of the time a 

mere 25 footer. 

It should not be any great surprise 

therefore to learn that Dick and his 

splendid crew have come up trumps 

once again, just 60 years after he first 

won it. This year it is for his coverage of 

their Norwegian adventure, co-

incidentally in his 60 year old Callisto. Oh 

and by the way, this will be the sixth time 

he has been awarded this cup. Well done 

to Dick and Andy Hills of course who 

compiled the log, and to his very varied 

crew, 10 in total who have flown in and 

out of various locations between here 

and as many as 11 countries en route to 

Norway. Just the sheer logistics of 

managing all those flights not to mention 

the 2325 miles and 46 days it took in 

total, this alone is worth the award. A big 

round of applause was handed out to the 

well deserving winners. 

RCPYC Fitting Out Supper 2016 
 

The fitting out supper was a very well supported event this year. The fact that there were going 
to be trophies awarded and it was to be a Harriet special spread had absolutely nothing to do 
with it!! 

It was especially good that Chris and Monica were at last able to collect their well earned 
award held over from last year's racing season. Well done Chris and Monica. 

The first race of 2016 competitive series, The Early Bird, was completed on 26th March with 
Karibia Breezes taking the honours for the series overall. Congratulations to Bernard and his 
crew for getting this years "show on the road". What is that we hear you say Bernard? Your 
coming back for more. Sounds like a challenge to the other competitors to me. Follow the 
races as they develop via our website. 

You would like to know more about it? 
Then why not have a look at the 
February and March editions of our 
newsletter, just copy and paste the links 
below into your browser to read the 
story in full: 

February: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qbac8g8j4
fp0mfg/Feb%202016.pdf?dl=0 
March: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kpjk5hu2d
x48qsa/March%202016%20%281%29.p
df?dl=0 
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