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Forthcoming events 

FROM THE COMMODORE 

We are now at the time of year when the 
days begin to shorten and the racing and 
cruising programmes are coming to an 
end, although there are still a few 
challenges left before the season finally 
concludes. 

 On the first October we had the 
Commodore’s invitation race. This was a 
great race held in challenging conditions 
involving all kinds of excitement and 
followed by a great get together in the 
club. A day to remember. 

 Following on from this our friends from 
the Global Offshore Sailing Team together 
with crews from Calais came to Dover to 
offer a racing challenge on the day of the 
Laying Up Supper. The evening before the 
race saw our club full of crews enjoying 
great pre race preparations followed the 
next day by a great days racing. 

 On the social side our recent Curry Night 
proved very popular and our thanks go to 
Andrew, Maria and Anselm for their hard 
work. 

 The Laying Up Supper was sold out and 
the Club Silver was distributed throughout 
our sailing members, presented by Tim 
Waggot of Dover Harbour Board.  I was 
particularly impressed by the involvement 
of our younger and new members some 
of whom were recipients of said silver. 

 Later in October we held the RNLI fish 
supper to support the Lifeboat crews who 
stand ready to protect all of us at all times 
and weathers. We had a fun evening in 
good company and raised a goodly sum 
for the Lifeboat service.  

This was followed by Trafalgar Night 
where we remembered another of our 
great nautical heroes.  This was another 
fun evening featuring a presentation of 
the Health and Safety version of Trafalgar 
performed by that well known duo, the 
Commodore & Vice Commodore. 

 Lastly by the time you read this we will 
have held our second beer festival of the 
year. 

 Work on the clubhouse is still underway 
and now the winter months are 
approaching, we will be looking for 
anyone who can offer a hand and ideas 
with improvements and refurbishments. 

 And bearing in mind the race I mentioned 
at the beginning of my musings I offer the 
following quote from Aristotle Onassis 
which I thought was rather apt:- 

 “We must free ourselves of the hope that 
the sea will ever rest. We must learn to 
sail in high winds.” 

 I think I had one of my lessons in that 
race. 

Richard 

There’s a full list of events in this 
newsletter and on our club website.  
However, a  few events of note for your 
diary:  
 
5 Nov  Pickle Evening with Dover 

Tales 
 
19 Nov Beaujolais Weekend 
 
17 Dec  Christmas Party 
 
25 Dec  Commodore’s Punch 
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Early Bird Series: The Joyce Martin Cup 
1. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy 
2. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
3. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 
 
Sean Talty Cup (run as Harbour Race 4 on 4th June as 
not raced on schedule due to weather) 

1. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
2. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 
3. Rush – Ken Lees 
4. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy 
 
Harbour Series:  Count Cinzano Gold Cup 
1. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
2. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy 
3. Rush – Ken Lees 
 
Spring Series: ( Henry Emden Cup) 
1. Rush – Ken Lees 
2. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy (tied so last 

race result takes 2nd place – 2nd –v- 3rd) 
3. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 
 
RCPYC Regatta with Rye Harbour Sailing Club – 
May Bank Holiday Weekend: 
Alpha Fleet 

1. Mallard – RHSC - Ryeland Bowl  
2. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton – 

DSC Cup  
3. Roxanne – RHSC 

Beta Fleet 
Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy    

 
Summer Series (one race decided as 3 out of 4 
cancelled): 

1. Rush – Ken Lees – (O'Keefe Trophy) 
2. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 
3. Balmain Bug – Rob Govett 
 
Marquise of Willingdon Cup (18th June – over two 
races) 

1. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
2. Rush – Ken Lees 
3. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 
 
Walter Emden  Cup  
1. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
2. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy 
3. Balmain Bug – Rob Govett 
 
Trophy Race – 13th August – Cocktail Shaker 
1. We Three – Chris & Monica Steward   
2. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy – RC Gray 

Cup 

Our new 
award, 
made by 
Nick 
Easthope, 
and 
presented 
by Team 
Danny.  

Laying Up Supper 2016 Results 

RCPYC Regatta (August Bank Holiday 
Weekend – over 2 races) 
Davidson Plate 

1. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
2. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy  
3. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 

Paul Iverson Trophy 
1. Black Diamond – Graham Eggleton 
2. Falcon – Bas Stapleton 
3. Karibia Breezes – Bernard Sealy  

Ladies Race  
1. Falcon – Helmed by Hayley Baker – 

Ladies Challenge Cup 
2. Balmain Bug – Helmed by Kath 

Govett 
3. Black Diamond – Helmed by 

Katarzyna Podkowik 
 
Autumn Series (3 of 4 races cancelled to date 
due to weather) 
 
Commodores Invitational Race - Centenary 
Plate 

Bernard Sealy - Torbellin 
 



Global Offshore Challenge 2016 
 
RCPYC were delighted to host the first Global 
Offshore Challenge Cup Race, held on Saturday 8 
October 2016.  
 
Club vessels plus our friends from GOST and Calais 
joined together for a race commemorating 
seamanship, gin drinking and fellowship in the 
English Channel.  Eric Durez and WAFI, Bertrand 
Fetel and AdHoc, with Jochen Werner on Danny. 
Others were guest crew on other boats.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the race, all crew, plus guests, met on the 
Granville Dock pontoon for a few drinks before 
getting changed for the RCPYC Laying Up Supper, 
held at the club that evening.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bernard Sealy writes:   
I was talking to a former Royal Naval Captain 
recently and he commented on the common bond 
that exists between the sailors of all nations. I 
explained about GOST and the many nationalities 
that are now involved. If you look at the photo of 
the gathering on and around Danny - which was in 
part a celebration of Jochen’s birthday - there are 
at the last count, something around nine different 
countries represented.   All sailors together - that 
says it all really. No other caption required. 

The winner of the GOST Offshore 
Challenge Cup this year was Ad Hoc, 
skippered by Bertrand Fetel and helmed 
by Henry Martin.  

 



Here are details 
of the next proposed course at a special 
discounted rate of £300 to club members 
(retail price of this course is £365). 
  
Day Skipper Theory course over three 
weekends dates: 
29 &30th October  
5 & 6th November  
19 & 20th November  
  
Interested? Please contact Terence Lee 
directly at excelyaching2@aol.com to book 
one of these coveted course placements.  
 

seemed too good an opportunity to miss 
especially as it was for a very good cause. 
  
We did not restrict it to just RCPYC vessels 
and crew and we were extremely pleased 
to have a few other berth holders along to 
swell the numbers. 
  
It would be significant and, of course 
apologies in the way of trumpet blowing, 
to mention that out of around 4500 
competitors Rush came 236th, Torbellin 
(with Bernard forsaking Karibia Breezes for 
a day) but crewed by a good muster of our 
Conningbrook dinghy sailors 315th , and 
Falcon also manned by a good number of 
our younger element 616th.-  Rush and 
Torbellin both winning their respective 
classes.  More importantly though a three 
figure sum was raised for the Bart’s Bash 
Charity. 
  
Well done to those who organised the 
event both world wide and locally. 
 

From the organisers of Bart’s Bash 2016 
Hello, 
Lovely sailors, all over the world, you did it 
again!! 
We are voting Bart's Bash 2016 a resounding 
success especially in terms of expanding the 
interest in disabled sailing and extending this 
unique event's reach around the world.  
In relation to the fundraising, the 362 clubs and 
sailing venues in 58 countries hosting Bart's Bash 
events in September are still collecting money 
and some participants are still receiving donations 
through their Justgiving pages.  The charitable 
donation element is a crucial part of the equation 
as the Foundation's main objective from this third 
year of Bart's Bash is about raising awareness and 
funds to support disabled sailing around the 
world.  
Richard Percy, CEO of the ASSF is also quick to 
point out that the emphasis during the weekend's 
Bash is on fun, engagement and encouraging 
more people, especially youngsters, to take to the 
water in memory of Andrew 'Bart' Simpson, 
wherever they happen to be in the world. 
He reflects, "In the space of two days, we have 
witnessed international support from thousands 
of people in 362 venues across 58 countries. We 
have had Olympic sailors and America's Cup 
sailors competing against youngsters who have 
just learnt to sail and those who race on a regular 
basis at club level. This event captures the 
imagination of people from inside and outside of 
the sailing world.  
"At the same time as getting thousands of people 
sailing, Bart's Bash raises awareness of, and funds 
for, disabled sailing which, during the past week 
we have seen being displayed at the highest 
levels at the Paralympics and it's just a shame that 
it is being dropped. Hopefully this can be 
reconsidered for the next cycle and in the 
meantime, we can continue to keep opportunities 
for those with disabilities available."  
Bart's Bash was given an enormous boost with 
'show your support' messages from some very 
high profile sailing supporters who took to the 
water and to the social media channels in support 
of their friend Andrew 'Bart' Simpson. ASSF 
founding trustees include the America's Cup 
sailors Sir Ben Ainslie and Iain Percy OBE who in 
turn brought on board AC teams in Bermuda, 
Artemis Racing, Oracle Team USA and SoftBank 
Team Japan to join in the fun and the fundraising, 
uploading beautifully crafted and emotive videos 
and images, and all of this further endorses the 
important underlying messages that are building 
on Andrew's legacy 
 

Taking part in the world’s 
biggest yacht race and 
having a fun days sailing, 
with many of our budding 
youngsters joining up with 
the usual compliment of 
gnarled veterans, 



Update from Conningbrook Lakes, Ashford 

Despite an enforced break from using the lakes at 
Conningbrook due to an algae problem, the Dinghy side of 
the Training Centre has made steady progress this year not 
only in getting people on the water but in additions to 
equipment, facilities and strengthening the instructor base. 

Though our normal waters were not available, temporary 
use of Westbere and Folkestone ensured not only 
continuation of the sailing programme but certainly in the 
case of Folkestone, much interest from the locals with 
additional new recruits to the benefit of both the local club 
and ourselves. 

 A number of sailors - both youngsters and ranging through 
to those of a certain age - have progressed to Level 3 whilst a 
considerable number have obtained Level 2 status. We now 
have the use of 28 dinghies plus a couple of paddleboards, 
either owned by the Training Centre or on loan, ranging from 
Toppers though Lasers to a Wayfarer. One of the most 
pleasing aspects has been the number of adults either taking 
up sailing for the first time or ‘getting back into it’ having 
seen new facilities on their door step. That coupled with the 
number of family groups who regularly attend bodes well for 
the future. 

 Unlike most Clubs we have the ability to utilise not only the 
smaller boats but offer sailing on the larger cruising/racing 
yachts in Dover. Some regular Sunday sessions with 
assistance from a few other club members has seen the 
sailing fraternity expand during the year with a few more 
ambitious plans in the pipe line for 2017.  

 The Training Centre also encompasses the hugely 
worthwhile Dover Boat Shed project now nearly completing 
its second season. Giving people - who might otherwise not 
be able for a whole number of reasons - the chance to sail 
has seen an expansion into the Dover Artisans Fellowship 
with regular mid week sessions. This has further grown to 
include a number of experienced sailors from other local 
clubs who we are glad to welcome. This in turn has 
increased our already good relationships to something more 
tangible. 

 Dinghy sailing at Conningbrook will continue on Sundays 
until 11th December - all members are welcome but please 
call Bernard on 07984 097450 to book a space. Wet suits, 
buoyancy aids etc are all provided.   

 As you can guess it has been a busy year and it would be 
remiss not to thank the many people, club members and 
others, who have helped in the many tasks that are required 
to keep us all sailing. We are indeed very grateful. 



 FORTHCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS AT THE  
ROYAL CINQUE PORTS YACHT CLUB 

Here are the diary dates for the rest of 2016, but check out the Club’s website.  Here you will 
find menus and other information. 
 
Sat 5 Nov HMS Pickle Evening  1900, Buffet £10.00 
 (with entertainment from Dover Tales) 
 
Sat 11 Nov Shuffleboard Evening 1900, Meal £12.50 
 (rematch against Rotary Club of South Foreland, max 25 people) 
 
Sat 19 Nov Beaujolais Evening  1900, Meal TBA 
 (celebrating with our friends from Calais & Boulogne) 
 
Fri 25 Nov Gentlemen’s Lunch  1200, Meal £15.00 
 
Sat 17 Dec Christmas Party  1900,  Buffet TBA 
 
Sun 18 Dec Carol Singing at the Club 1300, Mince pies  
 
Sun 25 Dec Commodore’s Punch 1200-1400 
 
Sat 31 Dec New Year’s Eve Party 2000-late, Buffet TBA 
 
To book your tickets for any of these events, please speak to Harriet at the Bar.  

Beaujolais Run 18th and 19th November 2016 

The Beaujolais run is scheduled to take place on Friday the 18th and Saturday 19th November. 
Friday 18th November is just after springs and I suggest we slip lines at Dover at 06 00 (UHT), 
which will give us a south westerly tidal stream until 11. 14. Of course, faster yachts may 
decide to leave a little later. Yachts in the Wellington or Granville basins will need to move into 
the outer harbour on Thursday morning, or late evening.  

 I have been asked to let Boulogne marina and yacht club know the number of yachts/people 
that will be arriving, so I would be grateful if you would let me know as soon as possible if you 
intend to join the rally.  Please could I ask for your replies by the end of October. Please email 
me at ashross2020@gmail.com  

 I am sure this will prove to be a most enjoyable event, let’s hope for kind weather.  

Best wishes  

Ashley Ross 

Rear Commodore - Cruising  

 



Dear Valued Marina Users  

We last wrote to you on 9th September stating that we were working  
hard to evaluate your recommendations and where applicable working  
towards incorporating these into the technical workscope.  

Unfortunately as the changes we have adopted to date are taking a little longer to develop 
and approve, the schedule for the next meeting will have to be further deferred until late 
October. The delay will not in any way influence our decision making and we will make 
available new drawings in due course for your information. This will mean at our next meeting 
we will be fully prepared to explain the changes incorporated into the design.  

The questionnaire log has now been broken down into key issues and we will be responding 
to both individuals who personally sent in recommendations and the general marina 
community with our overall findings on the way forward. It is still the intention to hold an 
open evening which will give you all an opportunity to see the finalised design and respective 
plans and drawings.  

Please feel free to contact any of the meeting representatives, myself or Chris Windsor should 
you need any further clarity or visit the DWDR Marketing Suite next to the Yacht Club on 
Wednesday afternoons between 1400-1700hrs.  

 
Chris Talbot 
Communications Manager 
Mobile: 07810 871750 
Tel: 01304 240400 Ext: 4172 
Email: Chris.Talbot@doverport.co.uk  
 

Update on the Marina Development 

Kent Section of the 
Cruising Association 

 
Winter Warmers for 2016 – 2017  

 

Thursday, 10 November 2016 - The Royal Navy Presentation Team (RNPT) 

We are an “island nation” with 95% [around 500,000 million tons] of our goods arriving by sea 
and yet the Navy is a shadow of its former self.  The Royal Navy is about to benefit from the 
delivery of the two largest warships ever built for the Royal Navy with HMS Queen Elizabeth, 
which is scheduled to be formally commissioned in May 2017.  The Successor-class submarine 
is the proposed replacement for the current Trident missile Vanguard-class nuclear powered 
ballistic missile submarines.  This will enable the Royal Navy to maintain our “continuous at sea 
deterrent”.  

The RNPT will raise our awareness of the Service and its importance to the UK security, stability 
and prosperity.  They will explain what the Royal Navy does and why. They will brief us on 
equipment, the people and current future capability.   

There will be time for your questions and concerns to be raised and we look forward to seeing 
you on Thursday, 10th November 2016  

 
Future dates for your diary:  
8 December 2016 12 January 2017   9 February 2017 
9 March 2017 13 April 2017 

 



Sailing into Venice 

What yachtsman has not dreamed of sailing his 
yacht into the heart of Venice, past St Mark’s 
Square? For us and Coco de Mer this came true in 
September.  

At the beginning of July, assisted by club member 
Barry Tipping, Andrew and I had set off north from 
Corfu heading for Croatia. We bypassed Albania but 
made a stopover at Kotor in Montenegro. Kotor is 
one of many gorgeous old Venetian towns along 
this Adriatic coast, with their characteristic high 
town walls, marble-paved lanes, magnificent 
architecture and stunning Baroque churches. It lies 
in a spectacular setting at the head of a fjord that 
runs 20 miles inland, dwarfed by mountains which 
rise to 5000 feet straight out of the water. 

Next stop was Dubrovnik in Croatia, where one just 
has to walk all round the top of the city walls 
seeing the old Venetian town from all angles. From 
there we threaded our way north through Croatia’s 
thousand islands visiting places like Hvar, Korkula 
and Split, some with remarkable remains of the 
Romans who had ruled this area before the 
Venetians. I was surprised how few British yachts 
come this way. Plenty from Germany, Austria and 
Italy, Russia even, lots of charterers, but from Split 
onwards we never saw another British boat.  

Arrival in Venice was on the day of the “Regata 
Storica” – the famous annual historical regatta on 
the Grand Canal, featuring parades of galleys with 
people in mediaeval costume, gondola racing, and 
to our surprise, a hotly contested sail boat race of 
30 or so traditional “bragozzos” with their colourful 
lug-sails. 

After Venice we continued down the Italian coast 
until the end of September when we laid up Coco 
de Mer in the marina at Ravenna. Ravenna is a city 
of the most breath-taking early Christian buildings 
with their golden mosaics and frescoes. The 
modern marina has every facility and costs rather 
less than Dover. It will be a good place to start out 
from next year. 

Lyn Bebbington 

Andrew and Lyn Bebbington have recently donated a copy of their book “Voyage of the yacht 
Sentinel” to the club library. It is an illustrated account of their seven year voyage from Dover to 
Sydney, Australia, with tips for anyone else contemplating something similar!  
 

Route around the Adriatic 

Lyn aboard Coco de Mer off St Mark’s Square 

Bragozzo racing in Venice 



Clifford Mickleburgh and Charlie, his First Mate,  
concludes their cruising adventures on  
DAWN OWL Summer 2016 
 
July took me from Naarden near Amsterdam  to Antwerp, then through to Brussels, the Ronquiere Plain, 
Strepy-Thieu Boat lift and down the Canal du Nord to Paris. For the football final I was in Paris [Paris 0 – 
Portugal 1] and on Bastille Day I was in Jaulgonne, a tiny sleepy village. I then continued through the 
Champagne district and negotiated 253 locks, 5 tunnels and two inclined planes finishing at Luxembourg 
where I nearly missed the last bus back to the boat.  

It was refreshing to join the much wider R Moselle after the smaller canals that required so much 
concentration, particularly when it was just me and Charlie, Charlie isn’t too good on the wheel! 

August saw us venturing up the Rhine against strong currents to Basel and then back down with the 
current to Strasbourg, Heidelberg on the R Neckar, Frankfurt-am-Main and Rudesheim, which I last 
visited 61 years ago as a boy, through the Lorelei Gorge, Koblenz, Kőln, Arnhem [a bridge too far], the R 
IJsell to the IJsellmeer to finally leave the boat at Sneek in Friesland. 

MON 03AUG16 – Having refuelled at Luxembourg [.92c per litre] and been joined by Richard and Diana 
we headed for Trier, the oldest town in Germany with the Cathedral, Church of Our Lady and the Porta 
Nigra Gate.  Sadly there were no facilities for pleasure craft alongside Trier so we returned upriver to 
Konz. From there we took the train into Trier and although it was wet and damp we were pleased that 
we had made the effort.  

WED 03 AUG16 – We had a long day from Konz to Saarbrucken. A yacht had broken down in the last lock 
and we towed it for about 6 miles to the city centre. Saarbrucken was a very lively town full of students. 
We secured right in the centre and enjoyed watching the comings and goings of the students whilst 
tucking into ice cream on the quayside 

FRI 05AUG16 – It looked as though the weather would improve but it poured with rain all day. We 
stopped at Hesse on the R Saar and I took the bike and Charlie’s buggy 6km into Sarrebourg to go 
shopping and sort out the times of trains to Paris for Richard and Diana – it could have all been so easy 
on the internet!  

SAT 06AUG16 – We set off from Hesse crossing an aqueduct 500m long, for the St Louis Arzviller inclined 
plane. First we had to make our way through two tunnels, one 475m long and the second 2306m long, 
controlled by traffic lights. The inclined plane was another amazing piece of engineering. It replaced 17 
locks spread over 3.8km with a drop of 44.5m, it was built in 1964.  

It was here that Richard and Diana left me in ample time to catch the train to Strasbourg and then the 
TGV to Paris. The train left Sarrebourg at 11.10 and the booking office didn’t open until 11am. After 
much flustering, as no one spoke English, and rushing, they just caught the train by the “skin of their 
teeth”. Thankfully, the rest of their journey back to Blighty went smoothly 

The first short Niderviller tunnel  The Saint-Louis-Arzviller inclined plane 



SUN 07AUG16 – I pressed on through beautiful countryside, the 
sort that you can imagine the “Jackal” making his way through, to 
get to Paris, to carry out his assassination of President De Gaulle. 
The locks here are operated by “twisting” a pole hanging across 
the river / canal 

Saverne was another charming town with a large marina. It is here 
I met Pat & Gill. Pat had been in the RNR, and so a very pleasant 
evening was spent reminiscing over a glass or two.  

The Chateau Rohan is an imposing red and sandstone edifice set in 
a magnificent park and is bordered by the Marne-Rhine canal. 
After horses became redundant the barges were towed by engines 
as above 

MON 08AUG16 – I now had to press on as Sarah and Colinda were 
joining me at Souffelweyersheim, just outside Strasbourg. They 
had driven all the way from Kent so I enjoyed a little luxury when 
they arrived going shopping by car. We decided we would leave 
early next morning join the Rhine and see if we could reach 
Switzerland? 

TUE 09AUG16 – After a little difficulty we found our way out to 
the River Rhine where the current was flowing at about 7kph 
[3knots]. The weather had now improved significantly. The locks 
were very large, between 10m and 15m deep. All had floating 
bollards which made life very easy. As we progressed up the Rhine 
we had Germany to the east and France to the west, so which 
courtesy flag should I fly? Half-way to Basel we spent the night at 
Weisweil MYC, it was slow going. The girls decided that we would 
go to Switzerland [Basel] and they would get the train back to 
Strasbourg and Souffelweyersheim where they had left their car. 
We  arrived at dusk as the wind picked up to F7. This made it 
difficult for us to use the preferred marina in the centre of Basel; 
F7 and 7kph of current running was not good news. We eventually 
tied up in the dark at MYC Weil au Rhein, a yacht club 5k down the 
Rhine with a good restaurant. At one point on the river [Km 170] 
you could be in France, Germany or Switzerland. 

 THUR 11AUG16 – We took a taxi to the centre of Basel and spent 
an interesting day sightseeing; lunch outdoors in the city centre, a 
tourist bus taking in all of the attractions,  finishing with ice cream, 
including one for Charlie. Switzerland is not a member of the EC 

 FRI  12AUG16 – Sarah and Colinda left and Charlie and I took the 
bike and the buggy and went shopping about 5k away. The 
weather was brilliant and we made our way down the Rhine at 
about 16kph back to Weisweil YC 

 SAT 13AUG16 – Arrived back at Strasbourg through the South 
Lock to the Koejac marina and then went ashore to “discover” the 
delights of Strasbourg. Strasbourg is the capital of Alsace and 
seems to have spent life being either French or German. It was 
very hot and it took us about 30 minutes to reach the magnificent 
Notre Dame Cathedral. [All the cathedrals in France seem to be 
called Notre Dame]. There are also many fine half-timbered 
houses. Following the Second World War Strasbourg’s destiny lay 
in the creation of the new Europe.  

Idyllic scene at Lutzelbourg on the R Saar 

Le Chateau de Rohan – Saverne  

EDF operate the locks on the 
Rhine and the hydroelectric plants 
representing two-thirds of 
electricity consumption I Alsace 



Alan and Josie joined me again on the 17th arriving by train. In the 
student quarter my first impression was of concrete blocks of flats. 
We then discovered the tremendous atmosphere in the centre of 
Strasbourg. There are colourful streets, water features, riverboats, 
restaurants, and magnificent wood framed houses, once inhabited 
by tanners and millers. The cathedral has stained-glass windows, 
statues, an organ, and a famous Astronomical Clock. Every evening 
there is a “free” enthralling “Light Show” of the cathedral. You 
could spend many days exploring and absorbing the history of 
Strasbourg 

FRI  19AUG16 – Karlsrhue was our next stop but the marina was a 
good 20 minute taxi ride from the centre. We found the tourist 
office and boarded the open-top tourist bus. There was much to 
see, but everything was hidden behind trees and tall shrubs, so all 
that you had was the running commentary  

SUN  21AUG16 – From Karlsruhe we continued down the Rhine. 
We had time to visit Heidelberg on the River Neckar. 
Unfortunately we ran aground in the channel giving way to a 
rather large barge coming downstream and were well and truly 
stuck until another barge, the “Excelsior”, saw our plight, took our 
line and was able to tow us safely back into deeper water 

Heidelburg has a main pedestrian thoroughfare with very narrow 
cobbled streets, again a wonderful atmosphere. We discovered 
the Jesuit Church which looked awful from outside but inside was 
beautiful modern and simple. We had arrived just in time for 
Mass.  

After Mass we had a glass of wine in the town square and then 
took the funicular to the top of the hillside, 1436ft above the town 
with its panoramic views. Half-way up you can get off and visit the 
Schloss, an impressive ruin of a castle, where we spent some time 
just taking in the castle and the views.  Back down in the town we 
had a light supper before returning to the boat 

TUE 23AUG16  - After shopping we returned down the R Neckar 
towards Worms. We found a small marina with electricity and 
water adjacent to a campsite but could find no one to pay. It was 
too far from Worms for us so we decided to leave the next 
morning and continue our way downriver to Frankfurt-am-Main 

We had three locks to go through, but they were all easy with a 
rise of between 3.2m and 4.5m. On arrival we couldn’t find a 
suitable mooring. Frankfurt was holding their annual Cultural 
Festival. We eventually berthed in an unattractive marina close to 
the city centre and the main railway station. We were told that we 
could only stay for one night, but there was a very pleasant bistro 
where we had an excellent meal. Up early the next morning we 
made our way to the city centre and station to take the now 
obligatory tourist bus. Germany seems obsessed with planting 
trees and hiding everything behind shrubs, and although you could 
see very little, the commentary was again good. Frankfurt with its 
Manhattan style skyscrapers is the home for numerous 
multinational companies and banks. The “Hauptbahnhof” – the 
main station, handles the largest numbers of passengers of any 
station in Europe, whilst Frankfurt airport is one of Europe’s 
busiest hub airports.  

 

 

 

Strasbourg Square 
 

Funicular Railway and view of Heidelberg  

Frankfurt’s Mahattan Skyline  

Inside the Jesuit Church  



Having returned to the boat by mid-day, the HM lady said that we 
could, after all, stay for another night. After some thought and 
topping up the fridge we left and went down to Mainz where we 
stayed for just one night. I was keen to get to Rudesheim 

FRI 26AUG16 – Rudesheim and the Lorelei were two places on my 
must see and visit list. I had last visited Rudesheim 61 years ago, 
and I was not to be disappointed.  

The Rhine is a very busy river, well-marked but also shallow in 
parts. In the main channel it might only be 3 or 4 metres deep. 
Sometimes it is very wide with shallows extending a long way from 
the shore and of course it twists and turns. The rule of the road is 
“red to red” – “port to port” but because of the shallows the 
barges at times want to pass “green to green” – “starboard to 
starboard” so on these stretches they “blue board”. A board is 
exhibited on the starboard side of the bridge with a flashing white 
light and then we must all change sides. You have to keep your 
wits about you. I was fortunate as my German charts indicated the 
“blue boarding” areas and so forewarned was forearmed.  

Rudesheim with its vineyards, narrow cobbled streets with wine 
taverns, restaurants of every description to suit all tastes and 
pockets; their “ump pa pa” bands and accordions and the 
inevitable singing had not changed. The atmosphere was magic. 
There was the cable car up to the Niederwald Monument. 
“Germania”, was erected to commemorate the 1870/71 victory of 
Germany over France with panoramic views over the Rhine.  The 
walk through the Niederwald Forest to the chair-lift took us back 
down to the Rhine and the ferry back to Rudesheim. It was just as 
I had remembered all those years ago.  

SAT  27AUG16 – We slipped and proceeded down the Rhine towards the Lorelei Gorge. The gorge is 
only 90m wide at its narrowest point and the current can run up to 5 knots. The Lorelei is a well known 
steep rock. Legend has it that the siren Lorelei lured sailors from this world into the next! When water 
levels fall, you can see the hazardous reefs of the Seven Virgins. According to folklore, seven hard-
hearted virgins were transformed into rocks. At the foot of the Lorelei Rock it is said that you can still 
hear a sevenfold echo !!! 

The gorge is monitored by radar and traffic signals, especially for barges travelling upstream. As we 
passed the Lady of the Lorelei Charlie kept barking at her and probably frightened her away! Following a 
large barge we safely negotiated the Lorelei Gorge.  

SUN  28AUG16 – Now through the Lorelei Gorge we secured in St Goar another very pretty Rhine town 
with cobbled streets and cuckoo-clock shops. Here the weather changed from warm sunshine to a chilly 
SW F5 breeze, not what we had grown accustomed to. Thankfully it only lasted for one day and we 
returned to +30⁰C.  We were amazed at how much freight is carried on the German railway. Almost 
every other train running by the Rhine was a goods train with 25 to 40 wagons 
 

Panoramic views of the 
Rhine from the Niederwald 

Rudesheim’s Narrow Streets  

Charlie enjoying the chair-lift to the 
Rhine 



MON  29AUG16 – We slipped from St Goar and proceeded downriver passing Remagen [you may recall 
the film] and many castles set up on the rocky hills amongst the vineyards. We were bound for Koblenz 
and making 18kph. We had time to divert up the River Lahn to Bad Ems for lunch; this involved going 
through 4 locks with a rise of 3 to 6m at each lock. The scenery was idyllic, there was no commercial 
traffic and the Lahn winds its way through steep wooded hills with postcard villages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlie can always find good watering holes ! 
 
So into September 
Koblenz was much smaller than I expected. I met friends in Kőln and then on to Arnhem. We went 
down the River Gelderse IJssel to Hattem, but sadly “no chocolate”. On to Urk for an ice-cream and 
Lemmer for an evening. We went to see the Clock Shop in Joure, the old harbour in Stavoren, 
Galamadammen, Grou and Sneek where the boat will stay for the winter to be serviced and maintained 
ready for Spring 2017 
 
 

DAWN OWL - September 2016  

And now, I am home having had a wonderful time away and I was fortunate to be joined by so many 
good friends who I understand really enjoyed their time on board DAWN OWL.  I hope you all enjoyed 
reading my adventures.  

I have left the boat in Sneek for the winter where she will be serviced and maintained ready for next 
year.  So where next year you might ask ? Well, perhaps I will go south from the Netherlands to Belgium 
and continue south to Dinard and Verdun down the River Meuse to Luxemburg, on to the Moselle to 
Koblenz and “up” the Rhine and explore further the River Lahn, the River Main and the River Neckar and 
then further up the Rhine to Switzerland and the Rheinfelden…… 

Who knows……….  

In the meantime, Charlie is happy to be 
tucked up by the fire, while his new friend, 
Barney, is due to start his sailing training on 
27 November, so he is up to Charlie’s 
exacting standards for our next trip.  

 

Clifford Mickleburgh 

 
 


