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Forthcoming events at the club 

19 Aug BBQ (1700hrs) 

26-27 Aug  Club Open Days (members support 
  appreciated) 

27 Aug Dover Community Regatta 

16 Sep RCPYC Regatta  

17 Sep Sunday Lunch  

30 Sep  Channel Dash 

7 Oct Ladies Yacht Race 

21 Oct Commodore’s Yacht  Race 

21 Oct Trafalgar Dinner (formal dress) 

28 Oct Pickle Evening Supper  

3 Nov RCPYC AGM 

11 Nov Laying Up Supper 

16 Dec Christmas Party 

31 Dec New Year Party  

You will find details of all the club’s events on the 
website at www.rcpyc.org.uk.  And don’t forget to 
check out our Facebook page, too, where we post all 
manner of interesting club and sailing related 
information.  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 30 September 2017 – Dover 

The Official GRAND REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

of the CHANNEL DASH MEMORIAL TRUST at the 

DOVER MONUMENT COMMEMORATING THE 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHANNEL DASH.  

 

More details to come: www.channeldash.org 

 

 

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
http://www.rcpyc.org.uk/
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Commodore's report 

We are more than half way through the season and 

the weather continues to provide either feast or 

famine in terms of wind. There have been harbour 

limitations due to the works going on there, but this 

was no surprise. It also appears that there have been 

fewer sailors on the water this season. These add up 

to make the racing/cruising arrangements more 

difficult. One recent exception to this was the “Tour 

de Ramsgate” which was well attended and enjoyed 

by all. Of course, as I write there is the Bastille 

weekend and I wish all fair winds. 

I have decided to step aside come the AGM and would 

like to thank all those on the committee, past and 

present, who have supported me during what has 

been a challenging period for the club. I would also 

like to thank members for their support too, during 

quite a significant development period for the club. 

However I do feel that It is time for fresh blood to 

stand up to the line and take the club forward into 

new territory.  

We recently had a spontaneous food inspection and I 

am very pleased to report that we achieved a 5* 

rating. Thanks to all those who have been involved in 

attaining this super standard. 

As you know Gwen is beavering away in the 

background getting to grips in our archive 

department. She has identified some worthwhile 

pictures which she believes should be framed. Is there 

anyone out there who could help her with this 

element of the greater project? Please make yourself 

known to her via the usual e-mail address 

honsec@rcpyc.org.uk 

Looking to the future we know that we need to 

continue to grow and develop the club. The first 

logical step has to be to increase our membership. We 

have a few new applicants going through the process 

at present, but there is no better method than the old 

“refer a friend”. Personal introductions make it easier 

all round. Added to this we need to see more people 

using the club facilities, what better place to bring 

your friends? Small parties, large parties, all are most 

welcome. 

We do have some financial challenges facing us due to 

increased costs over the past year or so, such as rates, 

rent, wages, pensions law and loss of income from the 

BBC, to name but a few. However we are looking at 

some positive ways to mitigate these issues, increased 

membership, greater use of the club facilities, just to 

mention two. We are looking at more ideas, with 

details to follow. 

We are working closely with a few local organisation 

who are assisting to promote our club in various ways, 

these are Cullins Yard (http://www.cullinsyard.co.uk/), 

Sea Spots Centre 

(http://www.doverwatersports.co.uk/), Brazils of 

Dover in Snargate Street and The Happy Chef also in 

Snargate Street. 

Finally, changes are a coming! You will see that this 

bulletin will in future be issued quarterly, this being 

the Summer 2017 edition. We will be producing 

weekly newsflashes, with monthly briefings being sent 

out by e-mail. Please also see the separate article on 

the new website. Do please get involved. Remember, 

it is a members club, and as such is reliant on 

members and friends to keep it alive and healthy. 

Thank you and fair winds to all. 

Richard Hart, Commodore 

 

 

The Club’s website 

Graham Eggleton has been working hard on 

developing the new website for the club, and it is now 

up and operational....well in its early stages. Please go 

to it at http://rcpyc.org.uk/ 

It is “work in progress” so we need your feedback in 

the usual way to honsec@rcpyc.org.uk Please let us 

know what you would like to see on the website, what 

you think about it etc. etc. Our aim is to make it 

useful, relevant and hopefully easy to use....so please 

do tell us what you think.  Thank you. 

  

mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
http://www.cullinsyard.co.uk/
http://www.doverwatersports.co.uk/
mailto:honsec@rcpyc.org.uk
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Club Rally and Race to Ramsgate  

24 June 2017

 

We had 20 boats in total from 4 clubs attending our 

weekend rally to Ramsgate, and 64 people for dinner, at 

the Royal Temple Yacht Club, who hosted the event for 

us.  Congratulations to Falcon and crew for an awesome 

win. 

 

Falcon and her crew starting off  

 

And ending the day with some fine silverware.  

 

We Three  

 

And Balmain Bug 

Thanks to Mark Burton of Dover Port Control for the 

boat shots!   



 

  

Page 4 

 

There’s been a great deal of activity on the water for 

the sailors of Cinque Ports Sailing.   

Bernard Sealy has taken a group of mainly novice 

sailors Round The Island, while another member of his 

crew has been selected to represent Great Britain at 

International level.  Meanwhile, the Silver Sailors 

continue to meet at the Dover Boat Shed on Thursday 

afternoons.  

At Conningbrook Lakes, young people (and their 

parents too) have been learning and improving their 

dinghy sailing.  “It’s been a busy few months for 

Cinque Ports Sailing, and it’s only July, “ said Principal, 

Bernard, “but it has been very rewarding to see so 

many of our trainees – young and not so young - 

becoming interested in sailing and developing their 

skills.” 

 

 

Cinque Ports Sailing Yacht TORBELLIN 

completed the annual Round the Island Race, a 

one-day yacht race around the Isle of Wight. The 

race attracts over 1,400 boats and around 15,000 

sailors, making it one of the largest yacht races in 

the world. Torbellin came 6th in its class and 

overall position was 136
th

.  This is a fantastic 

result - Well Done, Cinque Ports Sailors!  

A young lady, who has been creating quite an 
impression in local sailing circles, is Catherine 
Westbrook.  The regular member of the Karibia 
Breezes crew has been selected for the Great Britain 
Blind Sailing Team to take part in the World 
Championships in Wisconsin, USA in September. 

 

Catherine’s introduction to sailing came at the Downs  
where she crews for local Hornet legend Eric Stiles 
and a wish to get experience on bigger boats resulted 
in her taking Bernard’s ‘shilling’ and becoming first 
choice on the mainsheet in his ‘organisation.’  The 
experience on the mainsheet set up on the cruising 
yachts is similar to the Sonata and Sonnet keel boats 
used by the GB team. 

‘From the first time I sailed with her, I have never 
doubted her ability nor has anybody else who has 
crewed with her. We treat her as a normal member of 
the team and there is very little she cannot undertake 
- including being on the helm,’ commented KB’s 
skipper.  ‘I knew that, if she sailed with Eric, she would 
be pretty good.  She is actually a lot better than that. 
But even with her natural ability she has had to put in 
a lot of hard work with us being often out on the 
water three or four times per week together with a 
couple of gym sessions. Add that to regular training 
sessions at Cowes and Windermere and getting 
recognition has not come easy.’ 

The Lord Warden, Admiral Boyce has sent a note of 
congratulations to our new International Sailor. 

For those unaware, Catherine has been totally blind 
since the age of two. She was part of the successful 
participation of Torbellin in The Round The Island 
Yacht Race. Her version of events follows. 
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Going Around the Island   

 

“What a week!  

“Last Wednesday (June 28
th
) I set off on the yacht 

Torbellin to sail her up to Hamble for the round the 

island race. We did it in two legs, stopping the night at 

Eastbourne. Friday was spent getting ready for the 

race, including fixing a spinnaker, practicing with it 

and lightening the boat of any bilge water.  

Then Saturday was the race itself and what a race. 

Organised mayhem if ever I saw it.  Boats were 

everywhere! No surprise as there were about 1600 of 

them all told and 109 just in our class. We sailed well 

and I believe we came 6th in class! I’m very pleased! 

Sunday was the return journey which took about 

twenty hours, the vast majority of which we sailed 

with the wind behind us. I only got back after 4am on 

Monday morning. Five days on a yacht—brilliant! 

Catherine Westbrook 

 

Yacht Torbellin Round The Island 2017 crew 

Skipper Bernard Sealy, Nick Easthope, Sarah Tinson, 

Karl Maxwell-Smith, Sean Duprey, Catherine 

Westbrook and Nigel Hadaway.  

 

Waiting for the start 

 

Torbellin’s orange spinnaker flying!! 

 

Copyright both pictures: Paul Wyeth 
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Sailing began at Conningbrook Lakes, Ashford, in the 

Spring, with a number of hardy souls braving the cold 

to begin their sailing season.  

Ashford Borough Council has built a landing strip to 

help with the launching of the sailing dinghies.  For 

which all at Conningbrook Lakes are grateful!  

 

New path down to new launch ramp at Conningbrook 

We are running courses for children and adults 

throughout the summer and you will find details of 

our courses on our website:  

http://www.cinqueportssailing.org 

or email us at cinqueportssailing@gmail.com.  

 

We offer dinghy sailing at Conningbrook Lakes, 

Ashford and sailing at sea from Dover.  

Following the temporary closure of the Lakes at 

Ashford, due to the blue algae which reared its head 

again this summer, we shipped our dinghies across to 

Nickolls Lake near Hythe.  

 

We have taught the kids, so now it’s time for the 

mums and dads to go afloat! 

 

Sailability is the RYA’s national programme enabling 

people with disabilities to try sailing and take part 

regularly.  It’s the perfect sport to feel tranquillity and 

freedom on the water, or progress your skills and 

become competitive. 

Sailing is open to anyone, no matter what age or 

disability.  You don’t need to be able-bodied, or even 

a strong swimmer.  The network of approved 

Sailability sites will have boats and facilities to cater 

for everyone. 

The Cinque Ports Sailing organisation is very keen to 

encourage sailors of all abilities onto the water.  

 

Cinque Ports Sailing Principal, Bernard Sealy, 

 with the RYA’s Sarah Sibley following their inspection 

of the Dover Marina facilities for sailability.  

  

http://www.keepitinkent.co.uk/index.php/component/jbusinessdirectory/companies/317?task=companies.showCompanyWebsite
mailto:cinqueportssailing@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON THE DWDR 

The piling work for the new  

berths and marina is cracking on  

apace.  And, with all the ships,  

barges and cranes about the  

place we can see why the exclusion area in the 

harbour is as big as it is.  

 

The DWDR Marketing Suite has reopened and you can 

visit it at the DWDR Project Office at De Bradelei 

Wharf, Cambridge Road, Dover CT17 9BJ from 1st 

March 2017, every Wednesday from 9am to 5pm or 

by appointment via email DWDR@doverport.co.uk. 

DHB are issuing regular Notice to Mariners regarding 

the works and all our sailing members are asked to 

ensure they note the latest by visiting the DHB 

website:  http://www.doverport.co.uk/ 

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss 

issues about this development, please contact Chris 

Talbot - DWDR Communications Manager via email 

DWDR@doverport.co.uk.  

 

FROM THE RCPYC ARCHIVES 

Gwyn Robson gives us more facts from the Club’s 

archive: 

I was asked the other day what were our Royal 

connections?  So here you go……… 

1. The club was founded in 1872.  The first 

Commodore was Prince Arthur Duke of Connaught 

who was responsible for obtaining our Royal Warrant, 

granted by his mother Queen Victoria. He then 

remained commodore for 61 years.  

2. Our first patron was King Edward V11 between 

1901 and 1911.  During the Kings Patronage his son, 

the Prince of Wales, presented the Club with a cup in 

1907 (the POW Cup ).  

3. George V became patron from 1911 to 1936 racing 

his yacht Britannia in Dover in July 1921, winning race 

No1 first prize £70.  

4. Next royal patron was Prince Philip, who visited the 

Club with the Queen in 1958.  He had previously sailed 

Bluebottle his Dragon class yacht at the August 

regatta in 1949.  Prince Philip visited the club again in 

June 2000 when he came to review the Dunkirk Little 

Ships on the 60th anniversary of their departure for 

Dunkirk.  

5. In June 1989, the Queen Mother as Lord Warden of 

the Cinque Ports came to Dover in the Royal Yacht for 

the celebration of 10 years as Lord Warden.  

6. The most recent Royal visit was by The Princess 

Royal in April 2015 in her role as President of the RYA, 

meeting many club members.  

If anyone can add any other information, please let 

me know.  

Gwyn  

 

 

mailto:DWDR@doverport.co.uk
http://www.doverport.co.uk/
javascript:handleMailto('mailto:dwdr@doverport.co.uk');return%20false;
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Kent Section 

 

Reminders for your diaries 

Winter Warmers are held at the Dog & Bear, Lenham, 

ME17 2PG on the second Thursday of each month, 

starting at 2000hrs.  Non-members are welcome to 

attend.   

Thursday, 12th October 2017 – Carl Madjity on The 

Raid on the River Medway 19th – 24th June 1667.  

Monday, 6th November 2017 – Visit to Tower Bridge 

and Trinity House  

Thursday, 9th November 2017 – Matt Craughwell on 

the story of his adventures rowing the Atlantic Ocean  

Thursday, 14th December 2017 with Jeremy 

Littlewood - a Senior Coastguard Coastal Operations 

Officer  

Thursday, 11th January 2018 – To be confirmed  

Thursday, 8th February 2018 – Have you a confession 

or an incident that you want to share?  

Thursday, 8th March 2018 110 years of cruising by 

Jeremy Batch 

Clifford Mickleburgh,  

Secretary – Kent Section,  

Tel07803 727350 or email 

clifford@mickleburgh.me.uk.  

 

 

EAST COAST ESSEX 

SUMMER RALLY 

Burnham-on-Crouch  

26th-28th August 2017 

 
You are invited join in the fun during the first 

weekend, with an informal rally, featuring some 

cruising, some activities ashore and afloat, to eat, 

drink and have fun with friends old and new. 

 

The Kent Cruising Section have a number of berths 

provisionally booked (at Club Rates) at Burnham Yacht 

Harbour Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex CMO 8BL Tel: 

(0)1621 782150.  

And there’s a programme of social and racing 

activities to suit all tastes.  

Entry to all Burnham Yacht Clubs is open to CA 

members but you may need to book some social 

events with the appropriate club.  

All CA members and their friends are welcome, with 

or without boats.  Caravans and Campervans can be 

accommodated.  

The Rally Dinner: a three course meal at The White 

Harte, Quayside, Burnham-on-Crouch on Sunday 

evening.  

If you are interested in taking part in this Rally, please 

email Clifford for more information.  

 

mailto:clifford@mickleburgh.me.uk
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Sunday Lunch 16th July 

Yet again Herb Garden provided us with a 
sumptuous 3 course lunch. If you were not there, 
then you missed a treat. See for yourself. 
 
 
There’s the opportunity to try this fabulous feast 
again on Sunday 17 September. Book your plates 
now!  
 

 

 

Benidorm or Bust 

Delighted to report that there was a magnificent turnout from the Benidorm Or Bust fraternity for 

this well worthwhile event. The club car sponsored Parkinson UK, was driven variously by Steve 

Anderson, Richard Hart and Edward Ward all the way to Benidorm and back. Not bad for what is 

classified as a banger!! Substantial sums were raised for both the Parkinson UK cause and of course 

in support of the club. Thanks to those few club stalwarts who turned up to help the cause around 

the club both in the evening pre departure and the early morning start where we provided food for 

some 150 people the next day. There was a great atmosphere throughout the event. 

  

 
It’s a good idea to carry a “spare” driver! 

 
Seems like some hazardous waste on the move!! 
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Club Racing – Come a try it!! 

A good few of our yachts are prepping for Ramsgate Week so very best of luck to Ken Lees and crew 

on Rush, Bernard Sealy and crew on Karibia Breezes, Pete Lees and crew on Falcon and Graham 

Eggleton and crew on Black Diamond.  Ramsgate Week is currently the premier regatta in our neck 

of the woods and boats come from all over the UK and mainland Europe, we very much look forward 

to seeing a continuing success for RCPYC yachts in this year’s regatta. 

Owing to Ramsgate Week, there is no club racing for the coming two weekends so I get to take a 

short break, next race is Race 5 of a six race series (Summer Series) on Saturday 5th August – High 

Water is 10:40 at 5.62m and we are probably heading East.  Saturday 12th August is the final race of 

the Summer Series, High Water is 15:00 at 6.75m and we’ll doubtless be heading West. 

Racing, believe it or not, is fun. It’s merely being out on the water with other boats all going to the 

same place at the same time and if you are that way inclined, more in a hurry than any usual bimble 

along, it would be so good if more boats would take part, I can be very sympathetic with the 

handicaps for beginners / newcomers and happy to help find additional crew should it be needed, 

do please give it some thought, so many boats just stay tied up in the marina, it is a crying shame, so 

get out there and join us, you won’t regret it. 

Fair winds to all 

Geoff, Rear Commodore (Racing) 

 

Club Racing Calendar for August 2017 
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Dover Cruise Liner movements – August 2017 from July Ships Monthly 

Date Arr/Dep Ship Flag Operator GT 

  4 0800/1600 Saga Pearl ll M Saga Cruises 18,627 

 10 0600/1730 Black Watch Nor Fred Olsen Cruises 28,613 

 12 0800/1600 Saga Sapphire M Saga Cruises 37,049 

13 0600/0930 Black Watch Nor Fred Olsen Cruises 28,613 

16 0800/2100 AIDAavita IT Aida Cruises 42,289 

17 0800/1600 Saga Sapphire M Saga Cruises 37,049 

20 0800/1600 Saga Pearl ll M Saga Cruises 18,627 

22 0800/1600 AIDAsol IT Aida ruises 71,304 

24 0800/1600 Saga Sapphire M Saga Cruises 37,049 

29 0800/1600 Saga Sapphire M Saga Cruises 37,049 

30 0800/2100 AIDAavita IT Aida Cruises 42,289 
 

Flag Codes BA Bermuda, BE Bahamian, GB Great Britain, IT Italy, M Malta, Ma Marshall Is, NL Netherlands,  

P Portugal, PA Panama, StV St Vincent, Nor Norway 

Ships can also be tracked with the APP “Marine Traffic” 

 

************************************ 

 

Did you know that the Club runs two teams in the Dover Beer & Brains Quiz League?  

The A Team won one trophy this year, while the C Team received a nice collection from their first 

season.   

 
Dennis & Bernard  

(half of the A Team) 

 
Diane, Christine and Brian  
(two thirds of the C Team) 

 

If you would like to play in a regular quiz league, every Thursday evening from November to Easter, 

we have vacancies in the Club’s B Team, which did not play this year.  Leave your details with Harriet 

behind the bar.  It’s great fun!!  


